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To the Moſt Reverend, Right 
Reverend, and Reverend, the 


Members of the Convocation 
of Ireland. 


H E following PAPERS do, 
among other Things, contain ſe- 
veral Matters of Fact, which re- 

late to the preſent Synodical Couftitution 

of Your: Church. The Publiſher of 
them thinks, he can take no better wa 
to ſatisfy his Readers of the Trut 
and Juſtneſs of thole Repreſentations, 
than by appealing to the Teſtimony of 
Your Venerable B o Dv. | 
He, moreover, apprehends, that the 

Conſequences of that DiseuTE, to 

which they refer, may, in the Event, 

affect the Church of Ireland, no leſs 

A 2 than 


than that of England. As the Reſtor. 
tion of Your Legal Synods (fitting equal 
by the Parliamentary, and Provincial 
Writs) ſoon follow'd the Revival of 
Ours; So may it jultly be preſum'd, 
that the Fate of theſe ſeveral Aſſem- 
blies will hereafter be the ſame; and 
that their Authority, Reputatton, and 
Priviledges, declining in the One, will 
in due time, proportionably fink allo in 
the Other Kingdom. He, therefore, 
equally prays for the Proſperity of Both 
theſe Aſſemblies; and, after doing 
what in Him lies to promote it, chear. 
fully leaves the Iſſue of the Caule ta 


Divine Providence. 1 


THE 


8 — — 


THE 


PREFACE 


[ Have often affirm'd, and will always affirm, (ſays a Spa- 


niſh Writer *, of great Probity and Worth) that the Reſto- 
ration of the Church is chiefly to be expected from the Re- 
vival and Celebration of Provincial Councils; the Ruin there 
if having proceeded from the Ceſſation of them.” There is no 
iſe and Good Man, I believe, in the Church of England, who is 
t entirely of this 2 Great, therefore, were the Expettations 
al ſuch, when, about Eight Tears ago, the Provincial Aſſemblies 
this Church began to be regularly celebrated, after a long Inter- 
ſon of them. Never was there a Time, when the united Coun» 
; and Endeavours of the Clergy were more requiſite towards check- 
the Enormous Growth of Infidelity and Prophaneneſs. Never 
unleſs, perhaps, in ſome Inſtances, ſince that time) did Atheiſm, 
ud Deiſm, appear abroad with ſo little Reſerve, or take ſuch open 
ud avowed Methods of making Proſelytes. The moſt re ver d My- 
ries of our Faith were oppugnd from the Preſs, as Abſurd Impoſe. 
ms upon Mens Underſtandings; the Immortality of the Sonl; and 
e Certainty of 4 Future State, were not only deny d, but exploded : 
Reveal d Religion was repreſented, as the Invention of deſigning 
en for their own Advantage; nor were there wanting Impious 
ens, that treated our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and his Everlaſting 
Hel, with as much Contumely and Scorn as they could have eu- 
reſid, in relation to the fouleſt Impoſtures of Mahomet: — 
b did not allow themſelves in theſe Exceſſes, yet ſtood by and 0 
d them too patiently, without being much concerr'd at the Con- 
quences of them, and without making any the leaſt Attempt to 
ran them. The Spirit of Piety, and true Chriſtian Zeal de- 
md every day; and, in the room thereof, an Irreligions: Indiſſe- 
ce and Inſenſibility (or, as a = Writer of that Time call d it, 
Travelling Religion) prevail d. Our Enemies of the m_ of 
me 


* Vargas, 
Leit. p.33. 
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Nome ſaw their Advantage, and were not backward to impro z 
the Harveſt was great, and therefore they ſeat forth more l 
' bourers into it: So that the Miſſionaries, - from the ſevery (. 
gregations, de propaganda fide, and Infidelitate, were , 
ſame time employ to ; Dm the Eſtabliſh d Religion, and to g 
the Purity of the Faith, once deliver'd to the Saints. Ny , 
their Attempts, on either Side, without a Remarkable Degree of Sucee 
It was at this Juncture that the Legal Aſſemblies of the Cly 
concurrent with"thoſe of Parliament, were bappily reviy'd. Hep | 
« Good Men pleaſe themſelves with the Proſpytt of great Benefin, 1 
would from \ henge redotind to Religion? Butt their Hopes vaniſh 
when, preſently after the Opening of the Synod, an Occaſion was til 
to exatt from the Lower Clergy ſuch — uy and unprecedented þ 
:  tendance on the Upper. Houſe, and ſuch an implicit Surrender of th 
; | known Rights and Priviledges, as they could not, in Deceny, 
+ Conſcience, comply with. Hence a Diſpute arofe, the ſad Ef 
l which continue to this day, and have prevented al the Good th 
N might, and ought to have bo done, hy the wiſe and pious Reſolui 
. of ſuch an-Aſſembly,  _ UP | | 
Han Man can doubt, Who they were that gave riſe 1 
Diſpute, and are therefore anſwerable for the ſad Conſequence: i 
let hum read the following Papers. Even there he will find Eno 
„dee the ſatigy him, that the Innovations *, which kintHed this Flame, 
— of gan from the Upper Houſe, and were, with great Temper and Cd 
| g ny neſs, reſiſted by the Lower ;, who only ſtood their ground, when attu 
"Ne and claim'd no other Rights than what were highly reaſonable int 
ſelves, agreeable to the Nature and Uſages of ſuch Bodies, cf 
with all the Regards due to Epiſcopacy, and quietly enjoy by th 
:Brethren of the Convocation of Ireland, without Detriment u 
Peace of that Church, and with the entire Approbation 0f th 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, And, therefore, the Eager Oppoſition 
was made to theſe Innocent Claims, would have been utterly ! 
. accountable, did we not conſider, That fuch Diſputes with 
Doors, are eften times fed by Springs that ariſe without, 
govern'd by Cauſes of a Foreign Nature, and of an unſeen (but 
[rful). Influence : For though an United Clergy are always moſf c 
ble of doing Service to Religion; yet there are ſome Purpoſes, vn 
at - ſome Times, and Seaſons, are better ſerv'd by their Diviſun i 
their Union. Indeed, Good Men, without Experience, or withn 
. due. ſhare of Penetration and Warineſs, may now and then be azce 
into fuch Megſures : But God forgive Thoſe, who are knowingly 
the Inſtruments of promoting them! * _ 
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The Clergy could not yg ſurrender the Rights, of which they 
o 


c appoi ned Guardians, by the Conſtitution, However, after the 
eure broke out, they left nothing unattempted, that might bring it 

4 ſpetay Deciſian. Particulars are my of Remembrance; 
1, therefore, the ſincere Lovers of Peace, our Order, will not 
liſpleas'd with a ſhort Recital of them. 


* I the very Entrance of the Diſpute, when the Lower Houſe ſaw, 
ucceſ + it was Gel to be protratted to a great length by an Exchange 
on written Defences,, and Replys, which were growing very volumi- 
50 


tbey propos'd [March 31. 1701. J 4 Verbal Conference, in 
ich all 7 th might be adjuſted after the moſt free, eaſy, and ex- 

litious manner. But this Requeſt, tho made Land repeate „Apr. 
1701. ] with great Earneſtneſs, and tho agreeable in every re- 


1 8 to the former Practiſe of Convocation *, was yet peremptorily * Dec. 12. 

ie 1661. 

uy, a ; : 335 Dominus 

fell locutor ad Præſidentem & Domum Superiorem miſſus eft ad petendum Se cum tri- 

od i , rel duobus, aliis e Domo Inferiori admitti 4d Conferendum cum Epiſcopis—which 

Glu ; preſently granted. See Hun. Ang. p. 92. And ſo was the like Requeft in 1689. 
the As. a | 


They then try'd to compoſe things within themſelves by 4 Com- 


bad ee of Sixteen , Eight of which were profeſs'd Adverſaries to +Appoin- - 
non Claim of the Lower Houſe, and, for that reaſon, nam'd of the ted, Feb. g. 
700 mittee. All the Sixteen, after. ſome Debate, came at length to 1701. 


# in Three Reſolutions, which were look d upon, as an Effeftual 

pedient for the quiets) 7 of all Differences. And ſo indted they 

e, had they been pur ſu d. But, inſtead of that, when they came 

e reported to the Houſe, Feb. 12. the ſame Perſons, 4. had 

'4 them Unanimouſly in the Committee * naw inſtructeu 

to comply with them, laid hold of an Accident that luckily offer d 

ſelf, * Morning, to break off the Treaty, and prevents C. 

jon, | „„ 

In the mean time a Member of the Lower Honſe, who was zealows Faithful ' 

wh for their Priviledges, but ſtill more deſirous of Union, preposd —_ | 

I Expedient, in Print, for accommodating the Claims of — * 

buſes, and 8 all Diſputes for the future: * How * A. D. 

je his goed 70 entertain d? And He himſelf treated for the 1701. 

t of them ? Two Pamphlers ſoon came out, Oue, Reflections on 

te Paper, IntiruFd, The Expedient P; Another, The Pre- Seven. 

ded Expedient. + Both, reprefenting that Defign; as Romiantick, © 70 

Alſur' d, and handling the Aurbor in ſuch a free: manner, as- 

4 not but diſcourage all ſuture Pens from making the like Propo- 
fals, 


8 
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Jals.. And yet no Other Expedient was offer d by thoſe, wy 


anatomis'd, and ridicul'd This; no one Piece wat ever nrinn 
that Side, that propos'd the healing of our Diviſions, on ay uf 
Foot, but that of an Abſolute Submiſſion to the [pretended] u 
rity of the Arch-Biſhop and his Suffragans. Victory was the th 
aim'd at, and not Accommodation. 

. When the next Convocation met, her preſent Majeſty had a 
| ed the Throne. And that Alteration of Circumſtances induc 
Lower Houſe to believe, that a new Experiment towards Peace u 
be ſucceſsfully made. And, therefore, the firſt thing they did, 

the Confirmation of their Prolocutor, wat, to beferch their 
ſhips, that, ſince they had not approv'd of 4 Verbal Conferey 
they would be pleas'd to ſuggeſt ſome Method, whereby t 
Pry deer gate * depending, might come to a ſpeedy and i 

plication Deter mina tion. 

of Nov. 2. 1702, in a Collection of Convocation-Papers, printed 1705, Ni 


But their Lordſhips would ſaggeſt nothing of that kind, 

+ See Two Propoſals : One of which granted the Clergy, what thy 

them, ib. ver asd, and indeed never was, or could be deny d to then, 

Numb. III. power of appointing Committees; and the Other, reſerydi 

Arch- Biſhop and Biſhops all the Power in Diſpute, with 4 

miſe to exerciſe it in a Convenient manner. When a Mol 

 -  paſ#4, and no better, or farther Terms could be obtain d; the 0 

4 Dec. 2. made a Propoſal of their Own\|: That, ſince it was not Re 

#7022 nable for either Houſe to be Judge over the Other, in its 

Cauſe, his Grace, and their Lordſhips would be pleas'd to 

mit them of the Lower Houſe to joĩn with their Lordſhip 

an Humble Addreſs to the Queen, praying, that Her Me. 

Ky, out of her tender Regard to the Peace and Good ( 

of the Church, would vouchſafe to take the Controverſy Wir? 

her Princely Conſideration, and — ſuch Perſons, as WMcal: 

in her Wiſdom, ſhould chooſe, to hear, and finally deten om 

* gee ib. it. “ | 

_ But the Biſhops abſolutely declining ſuch Reference, iſh \1 
Lower Houſe were at length forced ſeparately to Petition ber Mi 

ſty, That, out of her moſt gracious and peculiar Regard to 

Peace and good Order of the Church, She would vouch On: 

call the Chief Queſtion, then under Debate, into her Royal i 

dience, and to direct ſuch Examination and DeterminatogWty n 

+, See ib. it, as She, in her high Wiſdom, ſhould think fit. # ef ce 
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The Reply was Gracious, in theſe Words, I will Conſider of 
our Petition, and give You an Anſwer to it ſo ſoon as 1 
u. But both the Parties having not conſented to ſuch an Arbi- 
ation, neither hath this Petition it 72 had the de ſir d Effect. 
Nothing can better manifeſt the ſincere Inclinationt of the Cler 
4 Peace, than theſe Free we lll me ant (tho fruitleſ:) Steps that 
have took towards driving it. The Particulars are-(moſt of 
un) regiſter d in the Journals of their Houſe, and will remain 
here to future Times, a Laſting Monument of the Sim licity and 
andor of their Intentions, and a Vindication of the Juſtice of their 
roceedings, however Partiality, aud private Views may at preſent 
ave traduc d, of Aiſguifd them. one tf es 
There was but One Way more of fflencing theſe Diſputes, poſſible 
be praftis'd ;, and Ply by 5 the Teh of HL ney 
pr Publick Buſinefs, ſuch, as 470 eſer ve and engage all their 
tention, and leave no Room for little Struggles among themſelves. 


ere 1 
eby 
nd fy 


us Expedient alſo the Clergy frequently tr 4. And though their 
1 opoſals of Buſineſs met wh ſo cold 4 Reception above, with 
ben, W..; ſlow and ſlight Returns, as ſufficiently ſhew'd them to be unwel- 
1 , me; yet they forborę not, from time to time, in moſt earneſt and 
T mble manner to repeat them; hoping for ſome ure, wherein 
Cl WY Superiors might at length b diſpoſd 2. — ty fo receive fuch 
„ plications, and to promote the Bester of them. Hs | 

t Re After they firſt met, they appointed Committees; for Examin- 


its ( lo of Books lately pub ich d againſt the Truth of the Chri- 
an Religion *—For Enquiring into the Cauſes and Occaſions * March 
the Corruption of Magners in this Age, and for conſider- 6. 1700. 


er Me of proper Methods for the Reformation of them ; as + March 
od /r making Enquiries into Seminaries ſet up for 4 . = 1700. 
erty ruction of Youth, in Oppoſition to the Univerſities of this 


calm, A Committee, to confider of proper Methods for 
omoting the Chriſtian Religion, as profeſs'd in the Church 
England, in our Foreign Plantations ||, and for romoting March 
ence, e Worſhip of God among Sea-faring Men, whilf t Ic 

aa, Laſtly, A Committee to receive and conſider the Grava- 
rd e, and Keformanda, of Eccleſiaſtical Cognizances *. 


* March 


| micious Book, written by Ar. Toland, and Intitul'd, Chriſtia- 
nay not Myſterious. And bad that Application been in the 
count enanced, or regarded, Many Others from this, and from 

e Reſt of the Committees, would have followd. But it was ſtifled 
the Birth and the very mauner of receiving ſuch Complaints, 
a gave 


ſt at Sea. 13. 1708. 


Une of theſe Committees quickly produced a Complaint againſt a 22. 1700. 
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ave the Cleroy juſt Occaſion for New ones. However, at ; 

ou: they reſiſted to a their Complaints againſt 47 

ſeveral Other Books, tending to ſubvert the Chriſtian Faith, aud i 

introduce Principles deſtructive of all Religion, whether N. 

tural, or Reveal'd. They pray'd their Lordſkips to think of ſon 

Methods, whereby the daring Licentiouſneſs of the Prefs, in ſy 

caſes, might be reſtrain'd ; They put them in mind of the great l. 

cay of Church Diſcipline, of, the Scandal from by Clandeſti 

Marriages, and by the Non-obſervance of the Canons now i 

Force, particularly, in regard to Commutations. They inforn 

them, how the Number of Non-licens'd Schools and Semi 
; | ries was of late multiply'd, and of what fatal Conſequem 
= they might prove to Church and State. They repreſented the ny 
nifold Inconveniences to which they were liable, for want 

an eaſy and effectual Method of recovering Church-Ratez; j 
Encroachments made on the Clergy, in the point of Private- d 

tiſm ; and the Difficulties that lay on them, as to the Adminiſt 

tion of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

Theſe, and many other Heads of Buſineſs they ſuggeſted oy 

* Feb, and much inſiſted on. They drew up, at One time , a large 
170%. . preſentation of Grievances, under Twenty One Articles, the n 
import ant, perhaps of that kind, that, within an hundred = 

paſt, had come under the Conſideration of any of our Synod; i" 

+ Dec. 1, another time ꝶ, they offer d a Paper, which I ſhall here print ei 
1704 becauſe it recounts ip fiance ſome Applications 2 them made, i 
the manner in which they were receiv'd, and may be of uſe to [a 

the Reader, what Temper and Spirit the Clergy were of, and n 

Views govern'd their Proceedings. 


N 


May it pleaſe Your Grace, and Your Lordſhips, 
TT t not without exceeding Grief, that we have found a Gn 
I Complaint among all thoſe who wiſh well to our Church, andi 
cially among the Clergy, wham we repreſent, That, notwithſta 

the Convocations of this Province have, after a long diſcontin 
been, for ſome Tears laſt paſt, duly and regularly held, yet tel 
lick hath not hitherto reap d thereby any of thoſe Benefits which m 
| reaſonably be expected from them. 4 

| We are deeply ſenſible, that a Complaint of this kind doth nit 
| caſt 4 Reproach upon your Lordſhips, and upon Us, but dul 
| tend to the Diſparagement 4 the Conſtitution of this Church, 
| gives Occaſion to ſome Slanderous and Evil diſpos'd Perſons tut 
| raſh and unſound Speeches againſt the Neceſſity and e it 
cle 
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vſuftical Synods. We, therefore think it our indiſpenſable Duty, to 


1 mhatever in us lies, for the time to come, in order to ſilence that 
umplaint, which we have conſtantly and earneſtly endeavour'd, for 
be time paſt, to prevent. For we beg leave to obſerve to your Lord- 
hips, that, whatever blame the Whole Convocation may lie under, 
having made ſo little Progreſs in Buſineſs relming to the Publick 
uad of the Church, yet the Clergy of the Lower Houſe have all-along 
ade ſuch Advances therein, that they have been rather accuſed for 
ring too forward, than cenſur d for their Remiſneſs. 
A greater Progreſs had, without doubt, been made in the diſpatch 
F publick Buſineſs, had it not been interrupted by the unhappy Diſ- 
te between the two Houſes, concerning the Manner of Synodical Pro- 
edings. And we ſhould think, our ſelves juſtly chargeable with all 
r evil Conſequences of thoſe Diſputes, if our Conſciences did not bear 
Teftimony, that we neither rais'd them, nor, after their Riſe, omit- 
lam Means, which we could poſſibly contrive, for bringing them to 
Regular Determination. 
We had hopes, that all Differences between the two Houſes, about 
ms, retry pk eaſily and fooner be compos'd, if both entred upon 


neſs of that Weight and Moment, as, it might juſtly be conceiv/d, 
the Fathers and Sons of this Church would unanimouſly promote. 
d the Lower- Houſe would with gladneſs have received any Dire- 


ns, which your Lordſhips, in your great Wiſdom, ſhould have been 
oſed to have given them, for the good of this Church, But when 
hing of this kind was offer d to them by your Lordſhips, your Clergy 
ght, they might, without being guilty of too great Preſumption, 
e their humble Applications about 2 matters to your Lord- 
J. 
They did, accordingly, ſome years ſince, lay before your Lord ſhips 
al Poſitions ( _— out w a Park gi, Chridtant nde 
ſſterious, and bearing the Name of J. Toland ) which they judg'd 
be Pernicious, Dangerous, Scandalous, and Deſtructive of 
Chriſtian Faith; and did pray your Lordſhips Concurrence, 
their Reſolutions, together with your Advice, and Directi- 
#hat effectual Courſe might be taken to ſuppreſs Pernici- 
Books, written againſt the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
to prevent the Publication of the like for the future. Your 
iſhips were not here upon pleaſed to declare to the Lower Houſe your 
ons concerning the Poſitions preſented to you, or concerning the 
in which they were contain'd, (which was, at the ſame time, laid 
t your Lordſhips) or to give your Clergy the Advice and Directi- 
which they humbly pray d. pg 
a 2 After 
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fatisfy'd, that your Lor 
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Alter this, ſeveral ot her Books were publiſp d, of the like pernici 
Nature and Tendency\, and it manifeſtly appear d, that the At, 
ſaries of our holy Faith, were ſo far from being deterr d, that thy 
ceeded to vent their impious Opinions with greater Aſſurance an; 
centiouſneſs., _ | ** 

The Lower Houſe did in this Convoc ation, in all humble man 
remind your Lord ſhi ps 1 this daring, Liberty of the Preſs, throg 
which fever ungodly ball were feat publickly diſpers'd ; and 
then more particularly point at a ſcandalous Book, in which the \g 
mortality of the Souls of Men was openly deny d. But ſufficien 
rice wat not taken of ſuch Books ;, by reaſon whereof the Hong 
Houſe of Commons brought this matter under their Cognizanc,s 
paſs d a Cenſure upon one of the Books by your Clergy complain, 
to the great Honour of that Body, and not without reproach up 
Convotation then ſitting. 

The Clergy of the Lower Houſe found no ſucceſs from theſe 
reiterated Addreſſes to your Lordjhigs,who had been pleaſed 10 4 
them, that, upon conſulting Councel learned in the Law, a 
cerning Heretical, Impious, and Immoral Boks, you could 
find, how, without a Royal Licenſe, you had ſufficient Author 
to cenſure Judicially ap ſuch Books. Whereforeztho* they wer | 

| bins might have comply'd with their Diin 
without 4 Royal Licenſe, or might have obtaiz'd. a Licenſe, if u 
7 te 5 yet they were unwilling to preſs your Lordſhips any farthern 
ll Lead, andi ment on to lay before your Lordſhips ot her Mata 
tn which there could be no doubt but 2 Lordſhips might int 
your Epiſcopal Authority, without the Intervention of a Royal Lic 
They did therefore humbl * to your Lora ſhips ſeveral Artidi 
Ujevances, in 4 ome © them at leaſt, would app 
to your, Lordlhips, as all of them did to Them, worthy of 
feat Deliberation and Redreſs. ert | 15 

Fur Grace was pleaſed to acquaint them, That an Order | 
bern given for making out Copy's of that Repreſentation, bu 
«© che pteſent and 54 Biſheps, who, your Grace truſted, 1 

E 


&* gebe the proper 1 


be 5 of them at all times, and, eſpecially at! 
«'Vifirations, aud would alſo call upon their, reſpective Arch 
& tons, to do all that was in their — in Thears, to git! 
* further Information, and to redreſs Abuſes as far as may bt 

Tour Clergy ſhall very much rejeyce, to be inform'd by your I 
hips, that ſuch Uſe hath been made, as your Grace truſted would 
that Repreſentation; and ſhall be very thankfal do your Lordſhip, 
what they ſhall learn bath been. done by your Lordſbips for the i 


The PRETAcxk. 


{ thoſe Abuſes. And if any thing remains further to be done therein 
ynodically, the Lower- Houſe wil gladly joyn with your Lordſhips in 
good and neceſſary a Hort; as having no other End in their View, 
but 4 Reformation of ſuch things à are amiſs; and utterly deteſtin 
hom their Hearts any ſuch ſiniſter Intention as they have been unjuſtly 
barg d with, of bringing an Odium upon your Lord ſpips, hy the Repre ſen- 
ation they made : For which falſe and uncharit able Surmiſe, no ground 
pas given either by the Matter, or Manner of that Repreſentation. 
Your Clergy do, with all Ven, ſubmit the Conſideration of theſe 
ſlings to your Lordſhips 656% iſdom, and do moſt 7 be ſeec h 
ur Lordjhips, that you would exert your Vigilance and Zeal, for re- 
cuing Convocations from that Contempt into which they are in danger 
f line, if they ſhould be wholly uſeleſs to the Church and State; and 
hat in order thereunto, your Lordſhips would condeſcend to impart to 
wr Clergy the Reſult of your Lordſhips wiſe Conſultations about 
phat may legally and properly be done by this Synod, for the Honour of 
eligion, and for the Maintenance of the Doctrine, Worſhip, and 
D;cipline of this Church; and would alſo candidly receive from your 
ergy ſuch dutiful Applications as they ſhall, from time to time, make 
jour Lordſhips, fer theſe good Purpoſes. 
At preſent, we think, our ſelves oblig'd to repeat to your Lordſhips, a 
nion formerly made by this Houſe, concerning a Bill for the more 


aſic and ſpeedy Recovery of Church-Rates. We judge it high- 

requiſue, that ſuch a Bill ſhould be drawn, and offer d in Parlia- 

vent, in order to remove the Objeitions rais'd againſt the preſent 

ethod of Levying Church Rates, in ſome Caſes, and to ſatisfie the 

juſt Epect ations 7 thoſe, who prevented the . of a former Bill to 
a 


hu purpoſe, of dangerous Cologne to the Liberties of the Church, 
mmemorially enjoy'd, and ſolemnly declar'd in the Statute of Cir- 
unſpee agatis. We, therefore, pro your 2 that ſome of 
ur Houſe, having Juriſdiction, may ve permitted to joyn with your 
ordſhips, in preparing the Heads of ſuch a Bill, as may redreſs the 
rievances complain'd of, without impairing the Authority of the 
Church in that behalf. And we think ſuch a Bill, at this time, the more 
eceſſary, becauſe of the great Damage done to ſeveral Churches, n 

bs Province, by the late dread/ul Storm. We 
We do alſo beg leave to take notice, of the many evil and per- 
ncious Buoks, which are publiſii d, and induſtriouſiy dijpersd, to the 
Diſhonour of God, and the great Scandal of this Caurch. Aud we 
Wo, with al Humility and Earneſtneſs, repeat that N mbich 
we formerly made to your Lordſhips, that you would be pleaſed = 
take 


The Parris 


take this Matter into your moſt Serious and Paternal Conſiderain 


* 


and uſe your Intereſt in the Parliament, for the paſſing a il 


' againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the Preſs. 


We do farther humbly repreſent to your Lordſhips, that there . 
and encreaſe daily many Difficulties upon the Parochial Clergy 
about adminiſtring the Holy Sacrament to all Perſons indifferenh 
who demand it, in order to qualify themſelves for Offices; ( j 
requir d by ſeveral good and wholeſome Laws, very neceſſary for th, 
perpetual Eſtabliſhment, and Security of our Church) becauſe IWe ſu 
not, how we can, in ſeveral Caſes, att conjormably to the Rubrick an 
Canons of the Church, in Repelling ſuch Perſons as are Unnorth, 
and, particularly, Notorious Schiſmaticks, without expoſing in 
ſelves to Vexatious and Expenſive Suits at Law. We, thereſim, 
moſt humbly beſeech your Lordſhips, in Tenderneſs to the Cle, 
over whom God hath made you Overſeers, to employ your Intereſ 
for the freeing Us from theſe Difficulties, and, in the mean ting, 
fo gw Us your Paternal Directions, how you think it fit, we ſhould 
behave our ſelves under ſuch Exigencies. 


The Coldneſs and Neglect, with which all theſe Requeſts were 1:. 


 ceiv'd, was very amazing. Of Some of them no manner of Nic, 


was taken: Upon Others, the Biſhops contented themſelves to mats 
Obſervations in Writing, without imparting them to the Clergy, 
and without Entring them in their Books, where recourſe might be 
had to them : Or, perhaps, the Arch-Biſhop, at the Cloſe of the 
Convocation, made a Speech to the Lower Houſe, and ſaid in it 
ſomewhat, concerning the ſeveral Propoſals that had been made by 
them; and there the matter reſted, without any farther effect. 
When Buſineſs of high Conſequence to the Church, and ſuch « 
was likely to do Honour to the Promoters of it, was ſtarted by th 
Clergy; Attempts of the ſame kind, without doors, were ſet far- 
ward, which might ſuperſede Theirs. Thus, when the Committee, 


* March I have mention d, was appointed * to conſider what might be dont 
13. 1700, towards propagating the Chriſtian Religion, as profeſs'd in 


the Church of England, in our Foreign Plantations ; and that 
Committee (compos d of very Venerable and Experienced Men, wel 
ſuited to ſuch an Enquiry) had ſat ſeveral times at St. Paul's, ans 
made ſome Prooreſs in the Buſineſs referr'd to them; a Charter 
was preſently procurd to place the Conſideration of that Matter it 
Other Hands, where it now remains, and will, we hope, produce Ex- 
cellent Fruits, But whatever they are, they muſt be acknonledged 

. | : | ro 
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The PREFACE. 


1 have ſprung from the Overtures to that purpoſe firſt made by the 
Iomer Houſe of Convocation. 

The want of 4 Royal Licenſe was the perpetual Objection made 
ſe of to diſcourage their Requeſts. It might as well have been 
pretended, that 4 Licence was neceſſary to Addreſs, as to diſpatch 
any of the Buſineſs they offer d (in the manner tbey offer d it) to be 
conſider'd. But if the Objection were Real, ſome Care methinks 

ould have been taken to remove it. The Powers 1 for this 
urpoſe might, if ask'd, have been certainly, and eaſily obtain d from 
the moſt Gracious of Princes, now ſitting on the Throne, who, with- 
ut being asRd, hath been more beneficent to the Clergy, than all 

er Predeceſſors ſince the Reformation. 

While all Motions from the Lower Houſe, which tended towards 
Fuſineſs, were thus check'd and repreſsd. No Offers of the ſame 
und were ever made from the Upper; nor any thing in Eight Tears 
ipod from thence, beſides an Addreſs, now and then, with ſome 
Diſcriminating Clauſe, which might turn to the Reproach of the 
lergy, if they comply d with it, and render them Obnoxious, if they 
d it. We know, who ſaid——lIf a Son ſhall ask Bread of 
ny of You that is a Father, will he give him a Stone? Or if 
te ask Fiſh, will he for a Fiſh, give him a Serpent? Or if 
te ſhall ask an Egg, will he give him a Scorpion? The Reverence 
| bear towards our Spiritual Fathers, inclines me rather to leave the 
lication of theſe Words to the Reader, than to make it my ſelf. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it is Evident that the Clergy did, mhat- 
yer they could, firſt, to remove Obſtruftions of diſputed Rights and 
Privileages, which were laid in the way towards Buſineſs; and, then, 
bring on ſuch Buſineſs, as might eſfectually quiet their Diſputes 
out Preliminary Forms and Uſages. If in neither of theſe At- 
empts they ſucceeded, it was their great Misfortune, but in no de- 
free their Fault, They could not poſſibly make greater Advances 
ban they did towards Peace, without betraying the Truſt that mas 
epoſed in them, and giving up every thing without Diſtinftion, that 
Ms demanded. And had that been done, yet I much queſtion, whe- 
her they had been, after all, nearer to the End which they aim d at. 
For, whoever reflects impartially on what paſod at that time, will be 
pt to conclude, that the Diſputes between the two Houſes were not 
e true Cauſe, why they 4ů4 no Buſmeſs ;, but rather, that the Re- 
uution taken to prevent their doing Buſmeſs, was the real and 
/ Occaſion of their Diſputes, And, therefore, whatever Conceſ- 
ons bad been made, would have been ſo far from altering that 


Reſolution, 
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Reſolution, that would have confirm'd it, by making it 
| 2 Thoſe, who Fer 22 it up, Hebel to 2 it. 77 
I ſay not this, with any View of raiſiug New Jealouſies; I hl 
much rather be Inſtrumental in healing Old ones. Nor will [ d. 
ſpair but that ſomewhat may be done towards accompliſhing ſo d. 
able a Work, by the approaching Convocation. A Committee 9 
both Houſes, that met with ſmcere Intentions, would not be lm 
in finding out proper Expedients. I pray God to infuſe into th 
Minds of All, who are Members of that Body, au unfeigned Lin 
of Peace, and Wiſdom to diſcern the Right Paths that lead to it 
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M if 
de. 4 | | 
A Faithful AccounrT of ſome PRo- 
8 czEDINGS in CONVoOCATION, 


A. D. 1705. 


EVER did any Body of Men meet together, more 
heartily diſpos d to purſue” the Method: of Peace, 
than the Clergy, called to Convocation, Oct. 25. 1705. 
They gave a clear Proof of it, on the very day of 

their Aſſembly z when, after chooſing a Prolocutor, they for- 

bore to exert their known Right of placing him in the Chair, 
becauſe they found it vehemently oppos'd by ſome of. their 

Brethren; and were unwilling, at their firſt ſetting out, to 

gage in a Diſpute, which might have ſhed its Ill Influence 

dn all their Future Proceedings. They contented themſelves, 
herefore, with making an Entry in the Acts of that Day, that 
hey wav d their Claim for Peace-ſake, tho without receding from 


When the Prolocuter was afterwards confirmed, both His and 
is Preſenter”s Speeches, breath'd nothing but an Earneſt Deſire 
f Peace, and of being employ'd in ſuch Buſineſs as might an- 
er the ExpeQations of the World, and the Ends of ſuch 
\ſemblies; | 
They found no Returns to theſe Advances, no manner of 
ncouragement to proceed in theſe Meaſures, and yet they 
rliſted in them for three Months afterwards : Never once in 
at time attempting to meet on a Day, different from that 
pointed by the Biſhops; tho” they were provok'd to it by an 
djournment of the Upper Houſe, made for near ſeven Weeks, 
Iz. from Dec. 15. to Feb. 1.7] and by a Proteſtation of ſome of 
eir own Members, at the ſame time receiv'd and encou- 
gd by their Lordſhips, which tended not only to revive, 
t 1nflame all their former Differences, and of which a par- 
ur Account ſhall be given - the following Papers. Nor 
| had 


[2] 


had they ever on Feb. 1. directed an Intermediate Seſſion, but 
that the Biſhops did again on that day adjourn, for a Moy 
till March 1. and did, by that means, fhew a fix'd Refotutin: 
to break up the Synod, as it were, and entertain no farther 
Correſpondence with their Clergy. From that time, indeed 
the Lower Houſe reſum'd the Exerciſe of their intermitted 
Rights, and gave over all Hopes of Accommodation. Au 
if any Man can be fo Partial as to blame their Conduct in 
this Cafe, I thall anfwer him only as David did bis Brethren 
when they expoſtulated with him about his going down to the 
Camp, Was there not a Cauſe ? FR 
But tho? the Methods taken by the Lower Houſe to pre. 
vent a new Rupture, were ineffectual, yet ſtill they hop, 
chat 'their Differences might have been canfin'd within the 
Walls where they aroſe, without any farther Appeals to the 
Publith, They were deeply ſenſible of the ſad Conſequency 
with which ſuch printed Appeals were attended; of the Mil. 
chief they did to Religion, of the Diſgrace they brought up 
on the Order, and of the Opportunities they gave to the Ene- 
mies of both, not only of ſporting themſelves with our Di 
viſions, but of carrying on the Cauſe of Infidelity more ſuc- 
eeſsfully and feturely. However, none of theſe Conſiderati- 
ons reſtrain'd- an Indiſcreet- Pen from imparting to the 
World, even while the Body was fitting, an Account of ſome 
of their Proceedings, which he thought capable of an Invidions 
Turn. His Pamphlet, though printed, was not as yet pub- 
liſwd; but ſecretly ſent through the Province, ſo as to react 


| 

thoſe only who were moſt likely to credit, and diſperſe the ; 
Accounts given in it. It was not till Adarch 1. that the 
Lower Houſe had any notice of it; and then I find this Entry } 
in their Acts. 0 
t Whereas it was ſuggeſted that a Paper pretending . x 
„ give an Account of the Procceedings of this Convocation ir 
be Fath been printed, and privately diſpers'd, it was mort Ic 
© that any Member that hath Poſſeſſion of it, would be WW y 
<« juſt to the Houſe, and to the Members, as to produce B 
that the Truth of the Things therein related might be en D 
« min'd in the Houſe ; which no Member would prodaa th 
* though One of them acknowledged that he had one, | r 
& never ſhew'd it to any one, but declar'd he had ſent Th al 


of them into the Country.“ an 
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At length One of theſe Pampblets was, with great difficul- 
ty, procur d, and laid before the Houſe, March 7. But the 
Members, who were moſt concerned te anſwer for the Truth of the 
Fas related in it, being abſent, it was thought proper to re- 
ſpite the Conſideration of it till March 1 Fl when every one, 
that had any thing to offer ia juſtification of that Paper, mighr 
attend. On that day, The Conſideration of a Book {{nti- 
4 tuled,. Proceedings in the preſent Convocation, relating to the Dan- 
« ger of the Church, &c.] was reſumd; and, upon a full and 
« particular Examination thereof, Recourſe being had to the 
« Acts of the Houſe, and an Appeal made to the Hemory of all 
the Members then preſent, the Houſe came Unanimouſly to the 
« following Keſalvtios : viz. That the faid Pamphlet doth con- 
« tain a very Diſingenuous, Partial, Falſe, and Scandalous Ac- 
« court of the Praceedings. of this preſent Convocation; That ſe- 
« veral conſiderable Matters of Fact therein repreſented, are 
directly contrary to the Truth, as it is atteſted by the 
Ats of this Houſe, and that in the Relation of the Debates 
there pretended to be given, are divers Material Additions, 
« Omiſrons, and Variations, highly injurious to the Honour of 
« this Hoſe, and manifeſtly tegding to the great Damage and 
&« Defamation of many of its emthers. ” 

er a Vate paſs'd with fo much Solemnity, upon a Ma- 
ture and Deliberate Diſcuſſion of the Matters to which it re- 
ferrd, it would he altogether needleſs, to examine that Pa- 
per, and to trace the ſhameleſs Writer of it ſtep by ſtep in 
his Fabulous Relations. His Name, and his Talent of writing 
Hiſtory, without any regard to Truth, are well known; and 
he hath given of late ſo many convincing Inſtances of it, as 
have quite ſunk the Credit of his Works, and put them upon 
a Level with the Viſions of /arillas and Maimbourg. | 

What I propoſe, therefore, in the following Sheets, is, not a 
Diſcovery of his Falſifications, but of Truth it ſelf, by print- 
ing ſuch Original Papers, and Acts of the Lower Houſe (be- 
longing to the Year 1705.) as may do Juſtice to the Cauſe, 
vindicate the Reputation, and clear the good Intentions of the 
Body; and that, chiefly, in theſe Three Particulars; Their 
Difference with the Biſhops about the Form of an Addreſs, 
the General Aſſertion of their Rights, and their Attempts. to 
proceed upon Buſineſs. In the Two firſt of theſe, they were 
altogether upon the defenſive; in the laſt, they were then, 
and at all other times, the firſt Movers, though without any 

| B 2 effect, 
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effect, beſides that of diſcharging a good Conſcience, and te; 
moving from themſelves the Scandal of doing nothing wor. 
thy the Conſideration of a Synad, at a Time when Atheiſn 
Infidelity, and Prophaneſs were triumphant, and inſolently de. 
fy'd all Authority, both Sacred, and Civil. 


After the Prolocutor was confirm'd, the firſt Point upon 
which the two Houſes claſh'd (tho without any open Breach) 
was the Form of an. Addreſs, ſent down. from the Biſhops, 
Nov. 14. in the following Words. | 


 ToatheQUEEN's moſt Excellent M 44%) 


The humble Addreſs of the Arch - Biſhop, and Bi. 
ſhops, and the reſt of the Clergy of the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury, aſſembled in Convocation, 

E, your "Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, th 


\ y Arch-Biſbop, and Biſhops,” with the reſt of the Clergy in the 
Province of Canterbury, aſſembled in Convocation, do with Hearts 
full of Gratitude, return our moſt humble Thankg to your Majeſty 
or your affectionate Care and tender Concern for the Church of Eng- 
— ” eftabliſh'd by Law, from your firft Acceſſion to the Throne, 
to this day: Jt | 1 dus 
The e hereof having been ſo amply confirm'd by jon 
. own Exemplary Zeal for the Service of the Church, and conſtant 
Attendance upon it, by your unparallell d Munificence to the poorer 
Clergy, and by your repeated Declarations, that the Church of Eng- 
land ſhall always be your chief Care; We are exceedingly grievd, 
that any of your Subjects ſhould be ſo ungrateful, and unworthy, u 
once to ſuggeſt, that our Churth can be in danger, for want of ſuch 
Support and Encouragement in your Majeſty's Reign, as may male 
it Fouriſh in your Own time, and leave it Secure after you, And 
altho it is no new thing for deſigning Men to proſtitute the Vene- 
rable Name of the Church to the Service of their own private Ends, 
yet we think it very ſtrange, that any ſhould be found ſo extream- 
ly weak and undutiful, as to be deluded by theſe groundleſs Cla- 
mours, when they have been ſo often, and ſo publickly confuted by 
your Royal Word and Actions; and when the happy State of the 
Church of England i ſo much obſervd and eſteem d abroad, that 


ſeveral 


Fe TY 
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ral of the Foreign Churches are endeavouring to accommodate 
elves to our Liturgy and Conſtitution, 

No inſinuate, That the Church is in danger under theſe Circum- 
ces, and againſt all the Teſtimonies and Aſſurances of your Ma- 
V Royal Care and Protection, can proceed from nothing but 
judice, Intereſt, and Ambition. And we humbly crave leave 


xpreſs our juſt Reſentment of the Indignity of all ſuch Sugge- 
90 4 - only, as falſe and | mg in themſelves, but chit, 
hey are diſhonourable Reflettions upon your Royal Promiſes, for 


Support of the Church, and upon your Princely Wiſdom in 
ing the moſt proper and effettual Meaſures to that End. 

e beg leave alſo in a deep ſenſe of your Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
an entire Dependance upon your Royal Word, to profeſs our 
x Joy and Satisfaction in the flouriſhing Condition of the Church 
jour moſt Auſpicious Government, We are ſure, it will al- 
be in your Will to ſupport and protect it; and that the Di- 
Fins, which theſe groundleſs Jealouſies are intended to raiſe, 
never put it out of your Power, we promiſe to uſe our ut- 
Endeavours to diſcountenance them, and in our ſeveral Sta- 
to defend and preſerve inviolably, ſo far as in us lies, the Do- 
; Diſcipline, and Worſhip of our Church, as by Law eftabliſd, 


0 promote Peace and Union among your Subjects: Praying ear- 


for your Majeſt s. long and Glorious Reign over us, as 
Wal the Divine Providence, the greateſt Bleſſing, and Security, 
_ ther Church, or State, can enjoy. | 
yo jon the firſt View of this Paper, two things will readi- 
2 kr themſelves to the Reader; that, among the ſeveral 


ods by which the Church is there ſaid to have been 


orer » . 
Bae: „ no mention is made of (its Chief Securi he Pro- 
254 Succeſſion, and that the Convocation is there repreſent- 
5 4 b declaring, That all Inſmuations of the Danger of the 
1 b, (by Whomſoever made) could proceed from nothing but 
mate , Intereſt, and Ambition. The One of theſe was thought 
material and unaccountable Omiſſion, eſpecially at that 
Fen- WF"! Seaſon; the Other, a very uncharitable Aſſertion. 


"ds; beſe, I can truly affirm, were the Chief Exceptions 
yean- the Clergy had to that Addreſs. . However, they were 
; Cle declare themſelves freely upon Points of ſo nice and 
ed by a Nature, not fit to be ſifted in ſuch Publick Aſſem- 
of the Nd ſcarce capable of being handled, without ſaying 
| that bat, that might look like a Reflection on their Superiors. 

| To 


To avoid which, they chooſe to hury their Objeftion; 
lence, and to offer a new Form of their own, which the! 
locutor carry'd up, Nov. 19. together with the Meſſy; 


7 


nex'd. 


W E, your Majeſtys moſt Duriful and Loyal Suiyrd, 
Clero of 
Province of Canterbury, in Convocation aſſembled, comm 
knowledge, with the utmoſt Gratitude, that, as often a we | 
met together, freſh” Occaſions have been given us of repeatin 
unfeigned Thanks to your Majeſty for the continued Aſram 
' your Zeal for the Church of Bingiand, as by Law eftablifyd. 
It is impoſſible to doubt of your Majeſty's maſt tender f 
for that Church, in which you were TOY and have bee | 
cated, whoſe Principles you have ſo t roughly imbib d, in 1 
' Cauſe you have run ſo great Hazards, which is ſo eminently al 
by Sar Exemplary Virtues, ſo feaſonably enrichd by your uy 
lelFd Bounty, and on which you are inceſſantly drawing dm 
ther Bleſſings from Almighty God by your ardent Devotion, 
We are intirely ſatisfied that your Majeſty can never be 10 
to the Support of that Church at Home, which is powerfully y 
ed by your Arms againſt a Foreign Enemy engag'd to Ext 
which by your Majeſty's Royal Recommendation hath obtah 
Happy Settlement among your Neighbouring Allies, and | 
through your Majeſty's Taftnence, may juſtiy hope for an Ef 
ment in thoſe Other Reform d Countries, which have alre 
clard their high Efteem of It. | 
And, that no Demonſtration ef your Majeſty's hearty 
for the laſting Proſperity of thu Church might be mantin il. 
have en your Royal Mord, (in -which we intirely confi 1 
only for its preſent Support, but alſo for its future 'Securi) 8 
nave frequently declar d your Refolurions of maintaining il 
ceſſion in the Proteſtant Line; and, on that Account, 
pleard graciouſiy to receive the Univerſal Thanks of har] 
Ir being the peculi ar Felicity of your Majeſty's Reign, that We 
Subjects, to whom nothing upon Earth is ſo 'Valuable « i 
*Continugnce, are yet by -your Majeſt's Example encourag! 
beyond it, and to acknowledge you Majeſty's Gaodneſs in 
ing, for thoſe who ſhall come after us, an Happineſs, next! 
Which We our ſelves now enjoy. 
After ſuch undeniable Proofs of your Majeſty's moſt piow 
for the Safety and Honour of our Church, ſhould we allow ow ff 
en 


4in the leaſt Doubt of your Majeſty, we ſhould be the moſt 
aal and moſt ungrateful of Men : And Whoever they m 
that labour to diſtract your Subjects with ſuch unjuſt and ground - 
s, they are equal Enemies to your Majeſty, aud to the 
rh, whoſe Intereſts can never be divided. 

hath always been, and, by the Grace of God, ſhall ever be our 
þ Endeavour, to inſtil into the Minds of your People, thoſe true 
ie of Religion and Loyalty, which our Church hath taught 
„% fender theſe, who are committed to our Charge, not Jas Obe- 


7 we | but Affectionate to Majeſty's Goverument; 0 t0 
eating their Hearts towar all the Offices of an Univerſal Charity, 
ur if poſſible, there may remain among then no other Conteſt, but, 
2 ö ſhall beſt approve their Duty towards God, and their Fidelity to 
. | 

en 1 


it pleaſe your Grace, and your Lordſhips, 


HE Addreſs, ſent down by your Lordſhips to the 
Clergy of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, hath 
een carefully weigh'd and confider'd by them; and, af- 
er mature Deliberation, thzy are of Opinion, That they 
annot join with your Lordſhips in that Form: Nor did 
ey think it ſo proper, or eaſy, to attempt the altering, 
r amending it, as to frame a New one; which they have 
ccordingly done, and which I am directed to preſent to 
jour Grace, for your Lordſhip's Conſideration; and, if 
jou pleaſe, for your Concurrence. 


Yo this the Arch-Biſhop reply'd, I beg your Pardon, I 
not receive it; but, pray, Retire.” And ſoon after- 
— ds, when the Lower Houſe were called in again, declar'd 


ms. © We cannot receive the Addreſs, which you have 


xceptions againſt it in Writing, the next Seſſion. 


in Reply to this Demand, the following Paper was drawn. 
(laid before their Lordſhips, Dec. 1. 


May 


Senſe of the Upper Houſe to them in the — 


fer d to us; but do require you to go back to your Own n 
Houſe, and conſider the Addreſs we ſent down to you; and 
lo expect, either that you agree to it, or bring up your 
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Nay it pleaſe your Grace, and your Lordſhips, 


N your Meſſage of November the 19th, your Lordſhip; recs; 
4-4 ro — 7 the Addreſs you had ſent — to 25 N 
though the Lower Houſe conceive themſelves under no Nee, 
Obligation of conſidering again, what, they had. declard 1 j 
Lordſhips that, they h maturely weigh d and conſider d, and; 
not join in; yet, in deference to your Lordſhips, they hay , 
more conſider d your Addreſs; and, after the moſt ſerious Dell 
tion, find no reaſon to depart from their former Reſolution, if 
concurring with your 9 in that Addreſs. 

Your Lordſhips were farther pleas'd to expect, that, if we dit 
agree to it, we ſhould bring up our Exceptions againſt it, | 
humbly ask, your Lordſhips Excuſe, if we do not anſwer you F 
fations in this particular; and hope to obtain it for theſe l 


ren 


Firſt, Becauſe the Lower Houſe apprehend themſelves to be 
veſted, by the Fundamental Conſtitution of an Engliſh Synod, » 
an unqueſtionable Right of diſſenting finally from any thing pr 
to them by your Lordſhips for their Concurrence, without ſpeciſi 
the Reaſons of ſuch Diſſent. And they ſhould, in their humble 
mon, contribute to the weakning of this Right, if after havin 
General declar d, That they could not concurr with your Lordſmp 

| your 2 they ſhould nevertheleſs yield to your Lordſhip l 
| mand, in bringing up Special Exceptions againſt it. 


2 äô—œI—Äͥͤ — 9 oo Eo, — — 


— —— 


Secondly, Becauſe your Lord ſhips Demand of ſuch Special 
Ceptions, after we had declar d ' ſuch a General Diſſent, is cum 
to the known Methods of Proceeding in Aſſemblies, which cu 
of two Houſes; and not warranted, as we verily believe, . 
much as One Precedent, in all the Records of Convocation. 


— — 
—— TEINS — — —ͤ — 


—_ —— 


But, were it poſſible for us to comply with this Demand of ) 
Lordſhips,” without prejudicing our Rights; yet, we are the le; 
courag d in this Inſtance to wave them, becauſe of your Lord) 
Refuſal, even to receive the Form of an Addreſs, offer d by w. | 
we Conceive it to be an Eſſential Right of the Lower Clergy, and ( 
of the Means abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve a Communcation bet 
the two Houſes, That, Whatever Propoſal can by us be lan) 
made, ſhould, when made, be receiv'd by your Lordſhips. Nu 

J 


— 
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your Lordſhips, in this Caſe, ground your Refuſal. upon the pretence 
of any previous Irregularity. in Our Proceedings; jince your Lord- 
ſoips declar d, That you could not receive Our Form of an Addreſs, 
when you had not 4s yet requir'd the Reaſons of our Diſſent to Yours, 
And, however your 2 may think Us blameable for not bring- 
ing up Exceptions, when demanded ; yer, We hope, that, even in 
your Lordſhip's Judgment, We ſhall be acquitted of all Blame, if 
We did not offer our Reaſons, before they were demanded, 

We do, therefore, with all Humility and Earneſftneſs, beſeech 
your Lordſbips to take theſe Matters into your Grave and Wiſe Con- 
prin and, to receive that Form of an Addreſs, which, with 


| all Submiſſion, We now again tender to your Lordſhips : Hoping, that 
2 your Lordſhips, upon your Peruſal of it, will be [erisfied, that the 
ur F Lower Hrs did not decline concurring in the Form ſent down by 
«18 Lordſhips, for want either of an intire Confidence in Her Ma- 


ſelys Affectionate Care for the Church of England, as by Law 
Eftabliſhd, or a juſt Reſentment of the wickgd Prattiſes of ſuch 
Perſons, as endeavour to raiſe any Jealouſies concerning It. 


To this Paper the Clergy never receiv'd any Anſwer, tho? 
the Biſhops are ſaid to have made ſome Obſervations upon it. 
$ the Author lately mention'd aſſures us *, and hath print- 
ed, what he pretends to be, a true Copy of them; to which 
| refer the Reader, who deſires to peruſe them. I have no 
Authority to ſay, That the Biſhops made any ſuch Obſerva- 
tons, nor any reaſon to depend on the Fidelity of that Hiſto- 
rian, 

This ſhort Diſpute being quieted, there was a Calm again 
till Dec. 15. when the Dean of Peterborough (ſince dead) deſir'd 
leave of the Lower Houſe to read a Proteſtation, that had been 
lgn'd by many of the Members, and was allow'd to read it; 
* but not as a Paper receiv'd by the Houſe, till the Subſtance 
* thereof ſhould be known: ” Which clearly appearing from 
the firſt Paragraphs of it, he was interrupted, becauſe, as the 
Ats ſpeak, © the ſaid Paper contain'd an Impeachment of 
* the undoubted Rights and Priviledges of the Houſe, and 
"an- Arraignment of their Proceedings in the preſent, and 
in ſeveral foregoing Convocations. And it containing a 
Charge of the higheſt Nature and Conſequence z and many 
of the Members concern'd therein being gone into the 
Country, upon account of the approaching Feſtival ;, it 
- Was mov'd Land carried] 1 the farther Reading of that 


Paper 
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e Paper ſhould be adjourn'd to a Full Houſe.” But, before 
this Vote paſs'd, the Dean, with ſeveral Others, withdrey 
and offer'd their Proteſt ation to the Biſhops; who accepted i 
with Thanks, and order'd it to be enter'd in their Journal. 
Notice being 7 to the Lower Houſe of theſe Proceedings, 
they appointed a Committee, to conſult the Upper Houſe-Re. 
giſter, and from thence to tranſcribe, what was done upon 
that Proteſtation. The Tenor of it, and of the Preſident'; 
Anſwer, in the Name of the Biſhops, are here ſet down. 


E whoſe Names are under-written, Members of the Lins: 
' Houſe of Convocation, have obſerv' d, with great Griff 
that, for ſome Tears laſt paſt, ſeveral new Principles, and Praftiſe, 
have been introduced into this Houſe, contrary to the Uſage of al 
former Convecations, and to that Duty which, as Presbyters, we one 
to the Arch-Biſhop, and Biſhops ;, and tendin direttiy to break the 
Unity of the Synod, under one Preſident, the Metropolitan of the 
Province. 

We had Hopes, at the beginning of this Convocation, that the 
Innovations would have been laid aſide, at leaſt for 2 time, 
that we might have proceeded quietly to Buſineſs, for the good if 
the Church, if her Majeſty, in her Royal Wiſdom, ſhould hart 
judged it proper to inable us by her Royal Licence. But finding 
now that theſe new Pretenſions, and Prattiſes, are ſtill kept up, and 
fearing, leſt, by our longer Silence, they ſhould come to be requted 
the Pretenſions of the whole Lower Houſe, and ſo gain Credit and 
Authority, either in the preſent, or ſuture Ages; We think un 
ſelves obliged in a publick manner, to declare our Diſſent ; and 4. 
cordingly We do now, in our Names, and the Names of thoſe mit 
whoſe Proxies we are intruſted, Proteſt againſt theſe following Par- 
riculars, being the chief of thoſe Innovations, of which we con- 
plain, and with which, as we conceive, all the reſt muſt ſtand, it 


fall. 


Firſt, That the Prolocutor prorogues the Houſe with the Conſent, 
and by the Authority of the Houſe it ſelf, and not by the Autht- 
rity of the Schedule ſent us down by the Arch- Biſhop, the Preje 
dent of the whole Synod ;, the Effect of which has, in late Convoca. 
tions, been the holding of Intermediate Seſſions, and may be | 
again, whenever the Houſe pleaſes ;, which Intermediate Meeting «f 
one Houſe, without the Preſident, and the other Houſe, is a man 
feſt Breach of the Unity of the Synod, and very dangerous - the 


3), 


. 
dg); becauſe it has neither the Archiepiſcopal, ner the Regal Au- 
thority, to juſtifie it. 


Secondly, The pretending to a Power to put the Prolocutor into 
the Chair, before he is confirmed by the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, with 
an intent, as we have reaſon to believe, to inveſt him in one part of 
bis Office , that of moderating of the Debates of our Houſe before 
ſuch Confirmation; which we take to be highly injurious to the Power 
of Confirming, lodged, by our Conſtitution, in the Preſident, and Bi- 

ps; and which may betray the Clergy into attempts of doing Buſi- 
neſs, before they are, by our Conſtitution, qualified to att as a Houſe ; 
and which may bring inſuperable Difficulties, if the Preſident, and 
Biſhops ſhould ſee cauſe, tho even for legal Reaſons, to refuſe to con- 
firm the Perſon ſo elected, and pretended to be inveſted in one part of 
the Office. X 


Thirdly, That the Houſe pretends to a Power, to give leave to 
their Members to abſent themſelves from their attendance in Conuo- 
cation, and to ſubſtitute Proxies; which we take to be highly preju- 
dicial to the Authority of the Preſident, whoſe ſole right it is, in obe- 
dience to the Royal Writ, to Summon the whole Convocation, to have 
the Returns made to him, to judge of the Cauſes of abſence, and to 
alow, or puniſh it, as the Caſe requires. 


Fourthly, That the Houſe has elected an Actuary, in prejudice of 
the Right of the Archbiſhop, whoſe Officer is Regiſter of the whole Con- 
vocation, and has conftantly received, by the appointment of the Arch- 
biſhop, a great part of the Fees paid by the Clergy of the Lower Houſe, 
and has atted in our Houſe by his Deputy, without the intermedling of 
the Houſe in that matter. 


Fifthly, We think it fir, in the laſt place, to tabę notice of the late 
diſreſpettful, and undutiful Carriage of the Houſe, to the Archbiſhop 
and Biſhops, in rejecting an Addreſs to Her Majeſty, ſent down by 
their Lordſhips, without making any Exceptions to it, and inſiſting 
finally upon one drawn up by themſelves ;, contrary to the method ob- 
ſerved in theſe Caſes, in all former Convocations. 


We are perſmaded, that all theſe are Innovations, and ſuch as 
tend to exempt the Presbyters from their Obedience and Subordination 
to the Metropolitan, and Biſhops ,, and, conſequently, ſuch as muſt be 
dangerous to the State of Epiſcopacy : And we do believe them to be 
the more dangerous, becauſe the Presbyters of this Church do already, by 

C 2 Law, 
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Lam, and Cu enjoy greater Powers in Provincial Synods, 1 

Presbyters — —— in any ot her Epiſcopal — * 
1 do, therefore, Proteſt againſt all the aforeſaid Particulars, aud 

do deſire that this our Proteſtation may be Emered in the Act if 


Vrrney, Pr. Cl. Lincoln. Beareroft, Pr. Cl. Cic. p. Gibſm, 
Freeman, D. Pet. Rogers, A. Leiceſter. p. Milli. 
Wilts, D. Linc. Kelſey, A. Sarum · p. Trimnel, 
Boucheir, A. Lewis. Claget, A. Sudbury. p. Freeman, 
Trimnmel, A. Norf. Ep. St. Afaph. A. St. Aſaph. y. 
Stanley, A. Lond. per Wits, Lloyd. | 

Kennet, A. Hunt. Hody, A. Ox. p. Nennet. 
Mandevil, Pr. Cap. Line Ball, Pr. Cap. Pet. p. Freeman, 
Cawley, A. Linc· p. Kennet. Ep.Bangor. A. Bangor. p. MVilli. 
Gibſon, Pr. Cap. Chich. EX. Wynne, Pr. Cl. Bang. p. Lloyd. 
Green, Pr. Cl. Cant. Sedewick, Pr. Cl. Linc. p. Ver. 
Griffith, A. Brecon. ney. 


Proaſt, A. Berks. p. Willis. Martin, Pr. Cap. Norw. 
Aſbton, Pr. Cap. El. p- Trimnell. Ep. Bangor, A. Angleſey, P. 
Lloyd, Pr. Cl. Wigorn. Lloyd. | 
Ep.Oxon. Dec.Wigorn. p. Lloyd. Price, Dec. St. Aſaph. p. a- 
Bull, A. Landav. p. Gibſon: man, 


Frank, A. Bedford. p. Kennet» Jeſfery, A. Norwich p. Marin 


Frideaux, D. Norw. p. Wills. Mhitefoot, pr. Cl. Norw. þ 
Jepheot, Pr. Cap. Wigorn. p. Martin. | 
Lloyd. - Royſe, Dec. Briſtol. p."Trinnell 
Lye, Pr. Cap: Briſtol. p. Adan- Hayley, D. Cic. 
devill. | Lamb, D. Ely. p. Hayley. 
H. Wynne, Pr. Cl. Bang, Tyler, D. Hereford. p- Hol 
Jones, Dec. Bangor. p. H. Hynne. Alix, Pr. Cap. Sar. 
Bentley, A. Ely. p. Freeman. Owen. Pr. Cap. Menev. p. Lid. 
Lunn, Pr. Cl. El. p. Gibſon. Wickært, D. Winton. 
Pride aux, A. Suff. p. Trimnell. Worth, A. Wigorn. 
Stilling fleet, Pr. Cl. Wig. p. F. Lloyd, A. Merioneth. p. H 
Lloyd. Wynne. : 


WE give you Thanks for your Care, and Zeal, to pre- 
« ſerve the Antient Conſtitution of the Convocation of this 


* * 1 
province; and, according to your deſire, we have order 


© your Proteſtation to be enter*d upon the Regiſter of Convo- 
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Theſe Proceedings were immediately follow'd by an Ad- 
ment, for ſeven Weeks, till Feb. 1. which the Clergy, even 
ter this ill uſage, patiently comply'd with, and adjuſted 
cir Seſſion to that of the Biſhops ; tho' not without Appre- 
icons of Scandal that might ariſe from their not meeting, 
in Houſe, and hearing Divine Service, and a Sermon, on 
„ 30. which they could not now do, without being look'd 
on as Contemners of the Archbiſhop's Authority. 

Upon Feb. 1. the Clergy: from all | Barts appear d in great 
bers; and then paſs'd, and ſubſenib d openly in their Houſe, 
- two following Papers: One, containing à cemplaint to 
tir Lordſhips, concerning the Proteftation, and Frateſters; 
other, a Declaration of Rights, in oppoſition to ĩt. 


othe moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and to the Right Reverend the 
biſhops, the Clergy of the Lower-Houſe of 


Corvocatzon, comphain, Hee 


ur 


0 
Lord ſhips 


Dec. 15. 4 V Time, when- moſt of our Members. were known to have 
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Lordſhips wou d have obſer/d, had a Complaint been exhibited by 
"Houſe againſt any one of thoſe Proteſting Members. 
| Whilf your Lordſhips ſhall think 75 to countenance ſuch yy 
Attempts, of ſome private Men, who refuſe to aquieſce in thy 
clay d Senſe of the Houſe, thoſe Breaches muſt of neceſſuy be wit, 
which might, by God's Bleſſing, long ſince have been clo#d, had 

ard been-ſhewn to our earneſt, and reiterated Propoſals, of nd 
all Diſputes, either by 4 Verbal Conference, or a Joint Re 
rence to any competent Authority. 

The Subſcribers of that Paper, ſo readily entertain'd by your 
Jhips, do therein charge Us with diverſe pretenaed Innovations, 
in the unprecedented Methods of advancing that Charge, art ny 
\feſtly guilty of more Innovations, than thoſe they complain of. 

For we obſerve to your Lordſhips now, what We wifh you had g 
us an opportunity of repreſenting ſooner ; 
That this Proteſt ation was firſt produc'd in the Lower Hou, 


Into the Country, on account of the approaching Feſtival ; and ni 
We were as — debating, 2 the 22 of 4 ought nut 
reafon, to be adjourn d to a fall Meeting (to which, in the ( 
. of that Debate, We did accordingly adjourn it), it was, in 44 
 derly manner, withdrawn, and lodg d with your Lordſhips ; by wh 
Me preſume, it would never have been admitted, but upon a | 
"Suggeſtion, that it had been by Us already rejected. 

That, of. the forty nine Perſons, whoſe Names are affixd t 
\Proteſtation, All, except ſeventeen, proteſt by Proxy A Prif 
. We conceive, not to be juſtified by their acknowledg'd ligt 
Voting, when abſeut ; ſince, in thoſe Aſſemblies, where Votiy 
Proxies hath, for good Reaſons, obtain d, proteſting by Proxies 
for as good Reaſons, been always diſallowd. 

That, were Proteſting, as allowable as Voting, by Proxy, yet = 
can never, on any occaſion, be made uſe of, before they are Ea 
ed : whereas None of thoſe, who, in the Names of Others, ſin 
Prote tation, and offer'd it to Our Houſe, did ever there en 
thoſe Powers, by which they pretend to be entruſted. 

That had thoſe Proxies been duly Exhibited, yet it wou'd have 
highly unreaſonable to apply the General Powers therein cot 
1% 4 Caſe of ſo ſingular a Nature, unleſs a ſpecial Direttion 
the Perſons conveying thoſe Powers, had been likewiſe given, 1e 

fie ſo extraordinary an Application. And it is One rema 


It ſie 
Inſtauce of the Abuſe of thoſe General Powers, that @ Reveren 


xieſ b 


et Prix 
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en Member of our Houſe, is brought in, as proteſting by hit 
4 arainſt thoſe Proceedings, which, when pre ent, 1 2272 
Whch Abuſe is ſtill the greater, becauſe his Proctor knew the 
coratorium, from the Chapter, to that Member, to be dated 
we the Call of this Convocation ;, and, by Conſequence, Invalid. 
& Tho. Owen, Proc. Cap. Menevev. per Proc, Will. Lloyd, 


That, of theſe ſeventeen Perſons, who, as preſent, proteſt in their 
5 * and ſome alſo in the ah of — 4 ſeveral 
Themſelves Abſent, when this Proteſtation was offer d; and 
if theſe (Dr. Trimnell) proteſts, as preſent, in the Name of 
| Aſhton, 4s Abſent, when in Truth, Dr. Aſhton, the Perſox 
reſented, was preſent ;, and, Dr. Trimnell, his pretended Repre- 
give, was Abſent. 
Dr. Trimnel, Dr. Hayley, Mr. Worth. 


That || ſome Perſons, who have Suffrages ſolely in their Own 
ht, and not as Repreſenting Others, do Jets by virtue of ſeveral. 
nien, proteſt, by different Proftors, in thoſe different Capacities : 
ch Artificial Method of multiplying Subſcriptions doth not in 
ity encreaſe the Number of Proteſters, or adi any thing to the 
e of the Proteſt ation, 
Humphrey Prideaux, Dean of Norwich, per Proc. Rich. Willis. 
Humphry Prideaux, Arebd. Suffolk, per Proc. Ch. Trimnell. 

0. Ey. Bangor, Archd, Bangor, per Proc. Rich. Willis. 

fo Ep. Bangor, Archd. Angleſea, per Proc. Will. Lloyd. 


e do likewiſe, among the Subſcriptions, — the Names of 
jd of your Lordſhips, whoſe Fight of Suffrage, in our Houſe, 
e 


rue of their Commendams, willingly acknowledge ; 
u apprehend, that Their proteſting, as Presbyters, in favour of 
7 _ by Themſelues, as Biſhops, carries with it any 
Authority. 
e wave — Other juſt Exceptions, which we have to that Pa- 
in point of Form; and proceed to make our Remarks on ſuch 
fe of it, as ſeem leaſt to have deſerv/d your Lordſhips Thanks, 
er 45 they lie. 
ve Proteſters obſerve, with great Grief, what, for ſome 
» hath paſt in Convocation—— An Obſervation, not very. 
Jus to & N Thoſe of them, who were never Members of any pre- 
f Convocation ; and ſtill more difficult to be made by ſuch 4 + 
ver appear d even in This. 
£dm. Gibſon, Rog. Griffith, Geo, Bull, Hu. Wynne, Will. Bear- 


Tho. Ball, Rob.Wynne, Jo. Sedgwick, Geo. Martyn, Will. Worth. 
Geo, Bull, Will, Work! Y 1 From 
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Pront ſuth Perfont We ſuppoſe that Su eſtion to proceed, yl; 
ow a Willingneſs on Het Shie, and an 2 J,. 
to do Buſineſs ;, ſince None, who are not utter Strangers to On þ 
ceedinss,. can be 1gnorant, that all oſſible Steps toward; Buſn 
have been all along taken, 6n Out Sid. and ut poſſible ObPrukj 
as conſtantly given, on the Side of the Proteſters : To which x 
purpoſe, We cannot but think, the preſent Proteſtation was chiefy i 


l was, doubtleſs, the ſame Experience, which taught then, | 
the- Prattifes, h them complam d of, are ſtill kept up an 
Us; Whereas, ih truth, the holding of Intermediate Seſſo 
e putting our Prolocutor, when choſen, imo rhe Chair, any 
giving Leave of Abſence to our Members, beve been, for }, 
| ſake, intermitted; aud the Rights proteſted againſt in the tm | 
Articles, viz. that of formally Electing an Actuary, and the 


enz Without Exceptions to your "Loraſhips Addreſi 
ſuch, as Me never hud Occaffon to exerciſe, "vill this preſent il 


ing. 

22 do they ſhew themſelves better vers d in the Lantug: 
; Convocation, by their vain diſtinction, between the Lower, ad 
Whole Lower Houſe ; which, were it of any weight, would 4 
iſh the Authority of your ' Lofdſlips' Proceedings, as well a0 
and would hinder even the Thanks given to theſe Proteſters, 
being the Add of the Whole Upper Houſe of Convocation. 

e Unity of the Synod, 7 another nem fangled Term, ni 
We are ſure, they could not learn from the Records of Cones 
As far as the Unity of the Synod is conſatent tvirh the Conſtitu 
| 12 Engliſh. Condobation, compos#d of tm Honſes, fo far m 

always ready and careful to maintain it : But, if any thing] 
ther be intended by that Phraſe, We ſhall be better able to ju 
what Obligations we are under to preſerve ſuch Unity, when me 
as at 2 We do not, 8 it. 

The er 95h appear 4s little acquainted with the Conſtiniin 
Other Churches, as with That of our Omn, when they raſhly «| 
That the Presbyters of this Church do enjoy greater Powers in | 
vincial Synods, than Presbyters have ever enjoy d, in any 0 
E You Church: For, to go no farther than Our Neights 

urch of Ireland, it is netorious, that the Presbyters there 
without any Offente to their Biſhops, 3 enjoy thoſe very A 
and Priviledges, which our Proteſting Diſſenters do here diſc 
And ſhould We moreover Affirm, That, from the firſt Agen! 
byters did Sit, give Voice, and Subſ Tribe in Provincia Syn) 


L 7 
whi gel as Biſhops, We ſhould be able to bring good Authorities for this 


t On Aſertion, from Writers of this Church, who were the great Orna- 
d upon the 


ur Þ nents and Supports of your Lordſhips Order, and look 
Buſn contrary Opinion, as Popiſh, and as- ſuch opposd it. 
rutt I were to be wiſſ d, that theſe Proteſters, who preten to have 
ch k Obſerv'd the Tranſactions of former Convocations, had more care- 
2 fu attended to what hath been done in This : They would then have 
tnawn, that We only beſought your Lordſpips to receive Our Form. of 
m, t a Addreſs; and, therefore, covld not have been ſo diſingenuous, 
ame « to ſuggeſt, that We finally inſiſted upon Your Concurrence with 
io it, Wer would they have venturd to ſcatter throughout their Pa- 
yer, Inſinuat ions of Danger to the Clergy, and to the State 
1 Pe of Epiſcopacy, that 1, as We conceive, to the Church of Eng- 
land 3, leſt they ſhould have fallen within the reach of your Lord- 
e , Cenſure, who have been pleas d to declare, That, to inſinuate 
reſt, the Church of England to be in Danger, can proceed from 
nt A nothing but Prejudice, Intereſt, and Ambition. 
Theſe Complaints, and Obſervations, We lay before your 
Zucht Lirdſhips, together with a Declaration of our Rights, which the 
„ late Impeachment of them, by our Proteſting Brethren, hath ex- 
uld 4 trted from Us; depending upon your Lordſhips Fuſtice, that Tou 
4; I either order that Proteſtation, ſign'd by ſome of Our Members, 
ers, to be eras d out of your Books, or 72 this Reply, together with 
n. the ſolowing Declaration, made by Our Houſe, to be therewith 
n, wh entred, and tranſmitted to Poſterity. h 
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Whereas a late PxQT&STATION hath been ſign'd hy 
ſome of Our Members, arraigning the Juſt Right, 
and Proceedings of this Houſe, We, the Dean, 
Arch-deacons, and Proftors, of Chapters, and Dioceſes, 
in Convocation Aſſembled, that We may not in. 
volve Our Selves in the Guile of betraying tho 

| Rights, with the Defence of which We are intrafe4 
do think Our Selves in Conſciexce oblig'd to declare, 


H AT the Lower — inveſted with a Right of Adjourn. 

1 ing it ſelf, and of holding its Seſſions in the Intervals « 
the iAdjournreves mage in the Upper Houſe ; and that it is no ii. 
ther immediately diſcontinued, er debarr*d from ne» affembling in 
thoſe Intervals, by ibe Authority of the Schedule, which hath ne, 
"till of late Tears, been tranſmitted from the Areb» Biſhop. 

That the Lower Clergy are an Houſe, (and have always been þ 
fiyFd in the Records of Contoeation ) as ſaam av they {6 
parately from: the Biſhops 3 awd that they have 4 Right of placing 
their Prolocutor, when choſen, in the Chair, antecedently 10 (ys 
That the Houſe hath a Right te require the Attendance of in 
Members, and to accept Proxies; and that it is not the ſole Right of 
the Arch-Biſhop, ſo to judge of the Cauſes of Abſence, as to er- 
clude all Cognizance thereof by the Lower Houſe, or to puniſh Ab- 
ſenters without the Concurrence of the Synod. 

That the Houſe hath alſo a Right of aſſuming its own AQuary, 
who, by Virtue of ſuch Appointment, officiates there, and hath Fees 
appropriated to Him, without any reſpect to a Deputation from th 

egi of the Upper Houſe of Convocation. 

That the Lower Houſe hath alſo a Right of Diſſenting finally 
from any thing preposd to them, by the Upper Houſe, for then 
Concurrence, without being oblig d to ſpecify the Reaſons of ſuct 
Diſſent and that the Exerc of that Right can be no inſtance i 
Undutifulneſs, or Diſreſpect to the Arch- Biſhop, and Biſhops. 

To theſe Rights We now eſpecially renew our Claim, becauſe Tit 
in particular, are diſclaim'd by the Proteſters ;, who pretend to it 
apprehenſive of Dangers, that may ariſe from Our Exerciſe of then, 
but are not afraid to lodge an Abſolute Authority elſewhere, which, 
if allow'd, and eſtabliſhd, may ſoon render Convocations ( W 
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al hope, and labour, they may never become) Precariou and Uſe- 
leſs Aſſemblies. 1 . EY 

As to thoſe ill Conſequences, with which our preſent Claims are, 
in that Proteſtation, ſaid to be attended; We are verily perſwaded, 
and ſhall at all times be ready to prove, that they are not therewith 
juſtly chargeable , bur ave every m_ Innocent, Reaſonable, and 
Warranted by the Uſage of Convacation.. As ſuth, We are firmly 


reſoly'd by all lawful Means to maintain them to the Utter- 
moſt ; and, in Teſtimony of this Reſolution, We do, in our Own 
Names, and in the Names of Others, by whom We are duly aurho- 
nd d, ſubſcribe this Declaration. 5 | 


W. BINE RS, Profotutor, 
H. Aldrich, Ecs/, Chriſti Oxon, Dec. 
Guil. Grahme, Eccl, Will, Dec anus. 
Joh. Younger, Decay. Sarich. 
Hugo Powel, Menrv. Pracentor. 


Jo. Battely, Archid, Cant. 
Edw. Drew, Archid, Cornwall. 
Ad. Ottley, Archid. 972 | 
Charles Alſton, Archid. Eſſex. 
Peter Birch, Archid, Welk, + 
Joh. Hutton, Archid, Stawenſis. 
Gul. Lancaſter, Archid. Middliſ. 
Jon. Warly, Archid. Colceſtriæ. 
Rad. Brideoak, Archid. Winton. 
Tho. Sprat, Archid Roffen. 
Franc, Atterbury, Archid. Totton. 


Jonath. Edwards, Proc. Cap. Landaven. 
Tho, Leſſey, Proc. Ecel. Carb. Wellen. 
W. Delaune, Pros. Eccl. Cath. Winton. 
Joh. Hammond, Proc. Capit. Eccl. Chriſti Oxon. 
Car. Whiting, Proc; Excl. Cath. Hereford. 
Joh. Davies, Proc. Eccd. St. Aſaph. 
Lucas Beaulieu, Proc. Cap. Eccl, Cath. Glouc. 
Ric. Redding, Proc. * Wolverhampton. 
9565 2 Geo. 
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Greg. Haskard 
Hear. Ullock, 
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Geo. Smalridge, Proc. Cap. Lichen. 


Fr. Durant de Breval, Proc. Cap. Roffen. 
Nic. Onley, Proc. Capit. Weſt mon. 


H. Brydges, Proc. Cl. Dior. Glouc. 


Joh. Coke, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Glouc. 
Tho. Whincop, Proc. C1. Dioc. Lond. 


Jo. Pelling, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Lond. 
Jo. Price, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Heref. 
W. Delaune, Proc. CI. Dioc. Oxon. 


Maurice Vaughan, Prot. Cl. Dioc. Afaph. 


Jo. Cook, Proc. Cheri Dioceſ. Cantuar. 
Ben. Barnet, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Roff, 
Anth. Sanders, Proc. Cl. Dior. Ciceſtr. 


Guil. Needham, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Winton. 


W. Moor, Proc. Cleri Dioc. Oxon, 
Tho. Coker, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Sarum. 
Rob. Pierce, Proc. CI. Dzoc. Sarum. - 
Jo. Hickes, Proc. Cl. Dioc, Exon. © 
Tho. Willis, Proc. CI. Dzoe. Landav. + 
Jo. Stevenſon, Pro. Cl, Dioc. Briſtol. 
W. Bernard, Pro. Cl. Disc. Winton. 
H. Naiſh, Pro. CI. Dioc. Briſtol. 


Hen. Layng, Pro. Cl. Dioc. Bathon & Well. 
Matth. Hutton, Proc Cleri Dioc. Petroburg. 
Sam. Rhodes, Proc. CI. Dioc. Roffen. 


TRHO. Ro FEN, Decan. Weſtm. per Proc. H. Aldrich. 
Jon. Exo x, Archid. Exon, per Proc. Franc. Atterbury. 
, Dec. Windſor. & Wolv. per Proc. H. Al 


Dec. Roffen. per Proc. Tho. Sprat. 
W. Jane, Dec. Glouc. per Proc. Geo. Smalridge. 
Tho. Sayer, Arcbid. Suriz, per Proc. G. Lancaſter. 
Rob, Parſons, Archid. Glouc. per Proc. G. Lancaſter. 
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am, Hill, Arehid. Wellen. per Proc. G. Lancaſter. 

Tho. Fox, Archid. Hereford, per Proc, Ad. Ottley. 

Griffith, Vaughan, Archid. Salop, per Proc. G. Smalridge. 

Rob, Burſcough, Archid. Barum, per Proc. Fran. Atter- 
ſoh, 5 Archid. Cardigan, per Proc, Guil. Needham. 
Tho. Stainoe, Archid. Maridun. per Proc. Guil. Needham. 
(ar, Yeate, Archid. Wiltſ. per Proc. Rob. Pierce. 

Nath Elliſon, Archid. Stafford, per Proc. G. Smalridge. 
Ibo. Wolſey, Archid. Northton. per Proc. Matth. Hutton. 

Ric. Davies, Archid. Covent. per Proc. H. Brydges. 
lob. Foulk, Proc. Capit. Eccl. Cath. Bang. per Proc. Mau- 
rice Vaughan. | | 

Carolus Elftub, Proc. Cap. Cant. per Proc. Jo. Pelling. 

Rob. Wynne, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Aſaph, per Proc. Maur. 
Vaughan. . | 

ſa, Pool, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Heref. per Proc. H. Brydges. 

ſn, Kimberley, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Litchf. & Cov. per Proc. 
]. pelling. ' | 

l Waldron, Proc. Ci. Dioc. Bath & Well. per Proc. Hen. 

Aying. | | | 1159) 
th Maſon, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Petrob. per Joh. Hutton, 
Arch, Stow. 

cb Jenkyns, Proc. Cl. Dioc. Landav. per Proc. T. Willis. 


The Reader will obſerve, that the Subſcriptions of the Ele- 
ine Members to theſe Papers are, in proportion, moſt Nu- 
Werous : An Obſervation, which (beſide Other Thoughts that 

nay ſuggeſt) will afford him a ſure Rule of judging, how the 
llulive Body of the Capitular and Rural Clergy are diſpos'd in 
ls Controverſy. As for Thoſe, who ſubſeri#'d in the Names 
other Members of the Lower Houſe, by vertue of Proxies, 
Wd with them; it deſerves to be known, that they did 
Molt (if not All) of them conſult their Principals on this oc+ 
lon, and receive their Particular Directions to ſubſcribe, 
they made uſe of the General Powers, with which they 

Me 1atruſted. Which was a way of Proceeding, that gave 
great Weight and Authority to the Subſcriptions of _ 

who 


5 


- who were Abſent, as of thoſe who were perſonally Pran 


L 22 


and was Very different from the Method taken to multi 
Subſcriptions by the Proteſters. | 

I will add no Reflections on theſe Papers; let them yy 
for themſelves. The Juſtneſs and Weight of the Obſeroz; 
made in the former, and the Number, and Characters of 1 


| Subſcribers to Both of them, will, I doubt not, make due H 


' Senſe of Duty, and the Satisfactions of Conſcience aj 


to Thoſe who are the known Enemies, and Undermiger; 
the Order. And what, therefore, could tempt them to ke 


very apprehenſive, that the taking of theſe Outworks x 


their known 9 and Characters, were molt likely 
ſtand in the way o 


eſſions on the Minds of every indifferent Reader: Eſpech 
ly, if it be conſider d, that there was not One of the ven 
rable Perſons concern'd in maintaining this Cauſe, but ac 
apparently againſt his own Eaſe and Intereſt, and {trugp| 
with fo fierce an Oppoſition, in the Convocation, and ou 
it, with fuch potent  Adverfaries, and ſuch foul Reproachs 
as nothing could well have born him up againſt, but a fra 


from a faithful Diſcharge of it. They are all Men, bred en 
ia the profoundeſt Reverence for the Epiſcopal Chara 
and never ſuſpected of making any unjuſtifiable Approad 


up ſuch a Difpute, but their Zeal to preſerve the Cn 
tion of an Engliſh Synod, which they ſaw endanger'd, and we 


endeavour'd, in order to farther Attacks, and intended tof 
cilitate Schemes, which could not be Executed, or Oni 
till thoſe Perſons were eſſectually ſubdu'd, who, by reaſon 


them? | | 
I hope, and verily believe, that there is not One oft 
Subſcribing Members, who hath chang'd his Opinion in thy 
Points: And They, who have not alter'd- their Opinion, 
may be ſatisfy'd, will not alter their Conduct, nor tangy” / 
yield to ſuch Meaſures as may end in the Ruin of the Clery 
Rights and Liberties, -and the Sabverſion of our Ant 
Conſtitution. Should that ever happen (as, I truſt in G 
it never will) it may be time to apply to our Own Age, 1 
Cicero ſaid of Hi, in an Excellent Paſſage, 1 by 
Auſtin l. *Tis a Comment on that famous Verſe of Ennis, 


Moribus antiquis Res ſtat Romana, Viriſque. 


And, with a ſmall Change of the word, Reſpablica, into Fal 
may then deſervedly be ſpoken of us. Neſtra vero Etui, lays 


n 
n Eceleſiam, ſicut Pict ram r egregiam, ſed jam evane ſcen- 
vetuſtate, non modo eam Coloribus iiſdem, quibus fuerat, renovare 
kxit, ſed ne id quidem curavit, ut Formam ſaltem ejus & ex- 
ms tanguam Lineamenta ſervaret. Quid enim manet ex Anti- 
; Moribus, quibus Ille dixit ſtare Rem Romanam ? Quos ita 
wime obſoletos videmms, ut non modo non colantur, fed etiam ig- 
mur? Nam de Viris quid dicam? Mores enim ipſs interierunt 
orum ia. Cujus tanti mali non modo reddenda nobis Ratio 
\ ſed etiam, tanquam Reis Capitis, quodammodo dicenda Cauſa 
: Neſtris enim Vitiis, non Caſu aliquo, Eccleſiam verbo retine- 


, reapſe vero jam pridem ami . 


But theſe are Conſiderations at a Diſtance, and therefore - 
urn to my preſent Argument. 2 

In the ſame day [Feb. 1.] the Lower Houſe gary alſo, and 
ſter'd a third Paper, in which the Charge of Innovations, ſo 
uſtly laid at their door, was in this manner retorted. 


the moſt Reverend the Preſident, and the 
Right Reverend the Biſhops, in Convoca- 
tion Aſſembled. e 


[ Our Lordſhips have been pleas'd, in a ſolemn manner, to approve - 
4 Proteſtation, charging Us with divers Innovations. 
} bath always been. our Care, to guide Our ſelves by the Uſage of 
weation, ſo far as We have been able to diſcaver it from the 
uning Journals. Had your Lardſbips taken the ſame Care, Ne 
id have had no occaſion now to complain of Innovations introduc 4 
wr Lordſhips, in the following Particulars. 


e open and avow'd declining to Execute the Clauſe Premuni- 
according to the Tenar of the Royal Writ, aud the known 
res, and repeated Applications of the Clergy. 


e. : . 0 
f he inſiſting upon the Clergy's. attendance in the Upper Houſe be- 
* they 0. each Seſſion be Omn; and the altering, and adiuſt- : 


to that end, the antient Form of the Schedule of Continuation. 
ſing upon the Clergy's ending their Seſſions below, upon No- 

bat the Upper Houſe was riſen. 

e ſending at one time a Biſbop, and at another time the Re- 

© of the Upper-Houſe, down to the Lower, there te * 

L 
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the Schedule, whilſt the Houſe was actually Sitting, and the Prol 
cutor in the Chair. | 

| The ſending down the Regiſter of the Upper-Houſe, to di 
the Lower, by ſignifying to.a private Member, that the Biſhoy;z 


riſen. | ; f aid e 
yet Refuſal of a Conference with the Lower- Houſe, at their }, ” 

- poſal, and denial of their Rig ht to propoſe Any. whi 
The pronouncing the Lower Houſe to be Irregular, and, under d 
rence of ſuch Irregularity, refuſing to hold any Correſpondence not 
them, | i 
The Refuſing to receive Papers from the Lower- Houſe, even nl n 

no ſuch Irregularity was pretended. I 1 80 

. The refuſing to receive Meſſages of any kind, but from the HM bar 
locutor. | | Eve 


. The reſuſing to direct the choice of a Prolocutor, upon the dect 
of the former. | | 

The Interruption of Buſineſs depending between the two Houſe, 
the frequent appointment of Commiſſaries, with Powers of Prorogu 
Only. 
The ordering of Papers to be left upon the Table, without ſy 
ſying the Reception of them. | | 

The entring upon the Books of the Upper Houſe, Replies to Pg 
brought up from the Lower, and expecting they ſhould be taken a ſv 
cient — Coty without communicating the ſame to the Houſe, or 
giving them notice of ſuch Entry. ; | 

The unprecedented Length of Prorogations during the Seſſn 
Parliament. | . 

The pretending to à juriſdiction over the Lower Houſe, and! 
Power of Cenſuring them. | | bY 

The Countenancing Irregular Proteſtations of Private Ment 
ag ainſt the Rig hes and Proceedings of the Houſe. 


In all theſe Particulars, We ' conceive, that your Lordſhips bn 
departed from the known Uſage of Convocation, and have infrny 
the Rights and Liberties, quietly enjoy d by our Predeceſſors, in 
Lower Houſe. But we think Our Selves more eſpecially oblig d to 
clare againſt the pretence to ſuch a ſole Power in the Preſident, 
the whole Synod, as was altogether unknown to the firſt and put 
Ages of Chriſtianity,” as tends to ſuppreſs the Rights of the Biſhops 
this Church, no leſs than thoſe of the Presbyters, and is utter)! 
conſiſtent with the Principles maintain d by the moſt eminent Defeni 
of our Reformation, in their learned Writings againſt the _ 


ments of Papacy. 


250 


care was taken to prevent the Lodging of theſe Papers with 
the Biſhops, by a new Adjournment of their Houſe for a Month, 
on the day, wherein they paſs'd; and from thence, to farther 
times, by a Commiſſary, till the very End of that Convocation. 
The only way, therefore, left of communicating them to 
their. Lordſhips, was, by communicating them to the World; 
which 1 confeſs my ſelf to do, not without Regret, tho' their 
Advocate, by his printed Slanders, hath made ſuch a Method, 
ot only Juſtifiable, but Neceſſary. The yearly Collectors of 
Hiſtory, have implicitly tranſcrib'd ſome of his Accounts into 
their Annals, and tranſmitted them to Poſterity, as far at leaſt 
z; ſuch Pens can do it. The Obſervator,and the reſt of that Tribe, 
have eccho'd back his Reproaches, in their weekly Prints: 
gen the modeſt and moderate Mr. Hoadly,in ſuch Company, and 
after ſuch Examples, hath ventur'd to treat the Body of the Eſta- 
bid Clergy, with Language more diſdainful and reviling, than 
it would ha ve become him to have us'd towards his Presbyre- 
n Antagoniſt, under any provocation; charging them with 
Rebellion & in the Church, whilſt he himſelf is preaching it up 
in the State. And mall 
form the World, how little Ground there is for theſe Aſper- 
ſons? Can it be expected, that They, who have ſo much to 
ſay for themſelves, ſhould ſtill conti nue ſilent? 


earlieſt Attack from the Preſs, was made by a Partiſan of the 
Upper Houſe, in A Letter to a Friend in the Country, concerning 
he Proceedings of the preſent Convocation. After this Signal given, 
he Engagement, conſequent upon it, was unavoidable. 

When the Controverſie had for ſame time ſlept on both 
ſdes, it was again awaken'd, by an. Account af Proceedings in 
mvocation, relating to the Danger of the Church, &c. Who can 
blame thoſe that only follow the Patterns which are thus ſet to 
dem? If the Preſs may be employ'd. to Defame the Clergy, 
t may alſo, and muſt be made uſe of to Vindicate them. And, 
Wherefore, to proceed. + _. | RESENT | 
The Cauſe of the Lower Houſe had been juſtify'd in Print, 
th great Variety and Strength of Argument. One way ſtill 
emain'd, of evincing the Reaſonableneſs of their Claims; 
Ind that was by the Parallel Cuſtoms and Uſages of the Lower 
ouſe of Convocation in Ireland. And therefore, on Feb. 4. 
t Was propos d, That the Houſe would receive the Informa- 
' tion of two Eminent Members of the Convocation in J/re/and, 


© who 


it not be lawful for the Clergy to in- See his 

Preface 
to 1ſt E- 
dit. of 
| | the Def. 
In the entrance of this Diſpute about Adjournments, the of his 
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4 who were at hand, and ready to give their Teſtimonies of 
4 ſeveral Rights and Proceedings of the Lower Houſe, in the 
“ Convocation there, viz. Mr. Percivale, Archdeacon 9f 
. Cope and Mr. Higgins, Proctor for the Dioceſs of 0f: 

ory. . 

They came in, and gave Anſwer, viv4 voce, to divers Que. 
ſtions propos d. Theſe Accounts they reduc'd afterwards int 
writing, and fign'd; and the Paper, fo ſign d, was read by 
One of them in the Houſe, Feb. 19. and order'd to be Regi. 
ſtred. From the Original it felf, I have tranſcrib'd the fl. 
lowing Copy of it. 


E, whoſe Names are under-written, Members of the Lone 

Houſe of Convetation, in Ireland, being de ſired by our Br. 
thren, of the Lower Houſe of Convocation in England, to gin 
them an Account, in their Houſe, { ſeveral Rights, and Ua 
enjoy d, and practis d by that Houſe, of which We are Member, 
did accordingly (on Monday, the 4th of Feb. 1705.) give our Ai. 
ſwers to ſeveral Queſtions propoſed to Us by the Prolocutor ; a4 
being farther requeſted to draw up the Subſtance of what We thn 
deliver d, do now, in Compliance with their Deſires, give into th 
ſaid Houſe this following Account, to be in ſuch manner by tlen 
made uſe of, as they in their Wiſdom ſhall think moſt fit. 


The Members of the Lower Houſe of this preſent Convocation in 

Ireland were Summor'd, Elected, and Return'd, by Virtue of tk 
Premunientes Clauſe, in the Biſhops Parliamentary Writs; which 
Clauſe was executed by all the Biſhops throughout the Kingdon : 
But the Clergy defer'd the Electing of a Prolocutor, and the In. 
ceeding to B ſine ſs, until the Reception of the Provincial Writs b 
the ſeveral Arch-Biſhops. 

After the ſaid Reception of the Provincial Writs, the Member 
met, in order to chuſe a Prolocutor, in St. Patrick's Church, 
Dublin; and were there directed by the Biſhops to proceed to th 
Choice They thereupon withdrew into the Chapter- Houſe of the ſai 
Church, where the Dean of St. Patrick's took, the Chair, claiminy 
it as bis Right, to preſide in that place during the Election; but th 
Members would by no means allow his Claim, nor did they procee 
to the Election till He firſt quitted the Chair. 

He did then quit it, and the Members elected him to preſide, ai 
aſſumed a Publick Notary to make a Notarial Act of the Hl. 
ton. | 4 
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As ſoon as the Prolocutor was choſen, the Dean of St.Patrick's, 
of having declard the Election, left the Chair: And then the Prolo- 


he cutor, having put on his Doctor's Hood, was conducted into it by 
of mo of the Members. | | 
0 The Prolocutor being in the Chair, the Houſe immediately choſe 


the ſame Perſon to be their Actuary, whom they had before aſſum d 
le- 4 4 Publick Notary. All this was done, before the Confirmation 
at of the Prolocutor by the Biſhops. | 


fl. The Returns of all Members were made to the ſeveral Arch-Bi- 
fol- ſhops, and 4 Liſt of the Members of the Lower Houſe was tran- 
{mitted to the Lower Houſe from the Upper. 

A ſtanding Committee of Elections was, at the beginning of the 
per Convocation, appointed to judge of Elections, if any ſhould be Con- 
Bres troverted ; but none were. aforeſaid Committee, and all other 
give Committees of the Lower Houſe, were appointed by the ſole Autho- 
ave; ef that Houſe. 


bern 5 

At Calls of the Houſe were frequent, and always appointed by the 
ry Houſe it ſelf, and all Members were then order'd to appear in their 
then 


ſeveral Places: And when any, upon ſuch Call, were abſent, and 
w fatisfattory Account was given of their Abſence, the Prolocu- 
tor, or the Atuary, was E ry by the Houſe to ſignify to ſuch 
Members, that the Houſe demanded their Attendance. Upon ſuch 
Signification of the Commands of the Houſe, the Members do either 


n ear Perſonally, or ſend Letters of Excuſe to the Prolocutor ; 
Fe of which Excuſe the Houſe judges, and either allows, or aiſallows 
which WY it, as they ſee Cauſe. WEL SiS 18 

1 When ſuch Excuſe has been diſallowd by the Houſe, and the 
#41 


Members have ſtill neglected to appear, the Names of ſuch Mem- 
bers, contumaciouſly abſent, have been laid before the Biſhops, And 
when any. of the ſaid Members have afterwards ſent ſuch Excuſes, 
« the Houſe hath allow'd, that Allowance has been ſignified to the | 


hurch, Biſhop, 

to th No Member does ever preſume to depart from the Synod, without 
e ſid alling leave of the Houſe; and no Application (that We know of) 
ami lever been made to the Biſhops for their Leave, till that of the 
put 1 Lover Houſe was firſt obtain d. But when we have procured the 
octe 


Leave of our Own Houſe, we look, upon our ſelves always oblig*d to | 
* ae, That of ther Lordſhips alſo, they having 4 juſt Right to our | 
e, A Attendance on them in Synod. | 


e Ele 
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In caſe of a Vacancy by the Death, or Promotion of a Proflur, 
by one Proctor's beiꝝg choſen for two Places, and declaring for which 
of the two He will ſerve; the Lower Houſe ſignifies ſuch Vacancy 
to the Upper Houſe, praying their Lordſhips that it may be ſupply, 
And thereupon a Mandate iſſues from the Biſhop 7 the Dioceſi in 
which ſuch Vacancies happen, for the Election of a new Member: 
which when made, and return'd, is notified to the Prolocutor, 9 
the Upper Houſe ;, and upon his reporting it to the Lower, the P- 
ſon elected is by two Members introduced into the Houſe, and then 
takes his Place. LORE 1 


When the Upper and Lower Houſe have concurrent Seſſions, fle 
Lower Houſe always continues ſitting, till they have Notice thu 
the Upper Houſe is adjourn d; which Notice was at firſt brought h 
the Biſhop's Actuary, by word of Mouth; but, to avoid Miſtakes, 
hath, at the Deſire of the Lower Houſe, ſince been brought by hin 
in Writing. 

The Form in which this Notice is given, is various; It is ſai 

ſometimes, that the Preſident, Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops ;, ſometime 
that the Arch-Biſbops and Biſhops have adjourn'd this Convocatin, 
or the Convocation to ſuch, or ſuch a Time, and Place, 
Type Lower Houſe do not, upon ſuch Notice, ever break up then 
Seſſion, but always proceed in their Buſineſs, till a Motion is mate 
by ſome Member of the Houſe for Adjourning; which Motion, by 
4 ſtanding Order of the Houſe, can never (in a Morning-Seſin) 
be made without leave of the Houſe, before One a Clock, 

The Prolocutor, before He puts the Queſtion of Adjournmen, 
reports to the Houſe what Time the Biſhops have adjourn'd to, and 
then the Lower Houſe adjourns it ſelf to that Time, or to any Tine 
ſhort of that, by the Authority, and Conſent of the Houſe : Which 
Power of the Lower Houſe to adjourn it ſelf, was own'd, and al 
low'd by the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, then in Dublin, in thi 
Anſwer to ſome Queries ſent to them by the Right Honourable tl 
Earl of Nottingham, then Principal Secretary of State in England 
before the Calling of this Convocation. 


The Lower Houſe doth very frequently hold Intermediate Sc 
ſions, which they look upon to be as regular, as thoſe which ar 
concurrent with the Seſſions of the Biſhops, and do in their Bu 
ſtyle them Seſſions, and number them among Others, without an 
Diſcrimination. 
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All Meſſages ſent from the Lower Houſe to the Upper, are re- 


luced into Writing, and ſian'd by the Prolocutor, and by him 
rad in the Upper. 


The Lower Houſe doth admit Members, who diſſent” from the Re- 
ſelutions of the Houſe, to enter upon their Books a Proteſtation 


by gainſt ſuch Reſolutions, either with Reaſons, or without: But the 
r. Hulſe neuer permits any thing to be enter d, which reflects on the 
n Hmour of the Houſe. 


We never heard of any Proteſtation made in the Upper Houſe 
by Members of the Lower. 


the 

hat Such Papers, as have been by the Prolocutor offer d to the Bi- 
b hops, have been by their Lordſhips conſtantly received. 

kes, | 

bim The Seſſions of the Upper Houſe, tho leſs frequent than thoſe of 


phe Lower, are yet ſo order d by their Lordſhips, that Buſineſs hath 
xever been interrupted, for want of Synodical Meetings. 


We do, in the laſt Place, declare our deepeſt and moſt grateful 
dene of the Paternal Tenderneſs of our Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, 
ir the Lower Clergy, very obſervable in their Lordſhips great Zeal, 
1 Readineſs to concur with them on all Occaſions, in the Recove 

"4 Preſervation of their Rights, and in every other good Mork: And 
re heartily thankſul to Almighty God, that We do enjoy all theſe 
eral Rights and Priviledges, without the leaſt Struggle, Conteſt, 


ment, Difference with their Graces, and Lordſhips : And do bleſs him for 

a 711 feſt Unity and Harmony between both Houſes; which being ſo 

5 ) conſpicudus, We look, upon to be 4 great Security to that Na- 
ich 


onal Church, a great Diſcouragement to her profeſt Enemies, and 4 
eat Vexation and Diſappointment to the more cloſe and dangerous | 
nderminer s of her Apoſtolick, and Orthodox Conſtitution. | 


W. Percivale, Archdeacon of Caſhel. 
Fran. Higgins, Proctor for the Dioceſs of Oſſory. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe, who have not been at leiſure, or inclin'd to examine 


into the true State of the Diſpute, and to Balance the Arg, 


ments urg'd on both Sides of it, may fatisfie themſelves, wher 
the Truth lies, from the foregoing Paper; whichlcontains an ir. 


reſiſtible Proof, that the Pretenſions of the Engliſh Lower-Houp 


were Juſt and Well-founded. For the Iriſh Convocation, as wy 
as Parliament, is known to have been entirely Form'd on the 


Model of that of England. All their Cuſtoms and Uſages wer 


deriv'd from hence; and muſt therefore be look'd upon, ax; 
good Evidence of what belongs to us here, in ſuch contie 
verted Caſes, as cannot now ſo perfe ly be clear'd by the fe 
Lower-Houſe Books that ſurviv'd the great Fire of Longuy, 

Let it not be ſaid, that the Jriſb Convocation is compog( g 
four Provinces, and doth therefore differ in its Conſtitutia 
from Ours: For that difference is of no moment in the yr; 
ſeat Debate; ſince, whatever Rights and Privileges belong u 
the Clergy of four Provinces, aſſembled in Synod, with regu; 
to the four Metropolitans and Biſhops of thoſe Provinces, 
long equally to the Clergy of any ſingle Province, with repar 
to the Metropolitan and Biſhops of that Province. And, ther 
fore, if the One can Adjourn themſelves, or hold Intermedia 
Seſſions, &c. ſo can the Other. This is manifeſt even from 0 
own Practice here in England ; where, when the two Provin 
meet together, (as they have frequently done, ſince the tin 
of H.8. *) the very ſame Methods of Proceeding, and A 
journing, do, in every reſpect, obtain, as are praQtigd ind 
ſeparate Synod of the Province of Canterbury: The Primatet 
all England then preſides in the United Synod here, as the Pr 
mate of all Ireland does there; nor is his Power above, or tl 
Rights of the Clergy below, a whit diminiſh'd, or enlargd, 
the Union, or Separation of theſe two Aſſemblies. 

I would willingly preclude all poſſible Cavils, by whicht 
Authority of this pregnant Proof may, in any one Branch 
it, be weakned, or eluded ; and therefore ſhall, e'er I pr 
ceed, obſerve to the Reader, that the Formality's of declar 
the Adjournments of Convocation in England, and Ireland, i 
ſomewhat different. For here the way is, after the Adjour 
ment made by the Archbiſhop and Biſhops in the Upper-Hou 
and in this, or the like manner, eatred in their Acts, [_Don, 4 
chiepiſcopus, cum Conſenſu Fratrum — continuavit — præſentem © 
vocationem—uſque ad, &c. ] to draw up an Inſtrument, or &. 
dule of Adjournment, which is Sg., by the Archbiſbop, il 


1 
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us ia his Name only, and, by the Tranſmiſſion of This, to notifie 
that Adjournment to the Lower-Clergy : Whereas in Jreland 
10 ſuch Inſtrument, or Schedale obtains ; but an A# only is 
nerd of every Adjournment, made by the Common Conſent 
if the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and an Account of it in writing 
ſent down by the Actuary of that Houſe. But this makes 
"0 manner of difference, as to the Archbiſhop's Power of Ad- 
wrning; which continues the ſame, whether he declare the 
\djournment by Word of Mouth only, or in Writing; with a 
schedule, or without one: As the Proroguing Power of the Crown 
the ſame, whether it be exerted by a Writ under the Great 
Lal, or viva voce by the Prince, then preſent in Parliament. 
3 both Kingdoms the way equally is, firſt, to make the Aa- 
unmem in the Upper- Houſe, by a Vote of that Houſe, entred 


be the Ad, of it; and then to notifie that Adjournment to 
e Lower. This Netification is made here in England, by a 
ae, drawn up in the Archbiſhop's Name, and Sign'd by 


im; in Jreland it is not. But ſuch a Schedule, as it mentions 
ot, ſo neither doth it affect the Right which the Upper, or 
hich either Houſe hath to concur in ſuch Adjournments; and 
hich appears only from the Act-Books of thoſe Houſes. And, 
erefore, the Uſe of the Schedule, here in England, doth not 
the Engliſh Lower-Houſe under any peculiar Diſadvantages 
the Point of Adjourning ; nor in the leaſt weaken the force 
the Argument, advanc'd in their behalf, from the Right 
the Lower- Houſe of Convocation in Ireland. 
Toadd yet farther Weight and Strength to this Teſtimony, 
happened, that, when the Ii Convocation met afterwards, 
1707. a Complaint was made in the Lower Houſe of the 
ccount given by their two Members here in England. Upon 
dich a Copy of it was produced, and read to the Houſe 
| Mr. ArchJeacon Percivale; and it was Reſolv d, Paragraph 
| 27 to be a juſt and true Repreſentation of the Proceed- 
e that Houſe, The Reſolutions of this kind were near twenty 
number; to none of which there were above four or five, 
(to moſt of them but one Negative given in that numerous 
embly ; which, by this means, ratify'd the Repreſentation their 
mbers had made, and gave it an unqueſtionable Authority. 
en that are well-back'd, may hope to clude the moſt convinc- 
> Proofs by falſe Colours and Cavils: But this Evidence muſt 
ook d upon as Deciſive by all thoſe who are Impartial; and will, 
m perſuaded, prove a Milſtone on the Neck of that Cauſe, 
which: 
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which hath hitherto been ſupported by Intereſt and Power 
againſt clear Right and Reaſon. And theſe, as they alyyy 
ought, fo I have no manner of doubt, but that they, ſometine 
or other, will prevail. The Seed is ſown, [Convocations are fe. 
ftor'd, their Rights, Powers, and Priviledges underſtood] and the 
Harveſt, tho' it may be retarded a while by ill Seaſons, will af. 
ſuredly follow. ; 

remember ſome excellent Words in a Greek, Writer, which 
are very applicable to this Purpoſe, and deſerve to be Eng- 
ven in the Hearts of all Aſſerters, and Lovers of Truth. Fg 
which Reaſon, and becauſe they may ſerve to relieve the Rez. 
der (already tir'd, I fear, with ſuch dry and unpleaſing Rez. 
tions) I ſhall give them, unſuitable as they may ſeem, a Plag 
in theſe Papers; adding the Original it ſelf (which no Verſqq 
can equal) in the Margin. 


«* Iamof Opinion, ſays he, that Nature hath given a cer. 

© tain Divinity £0 Truth, and endu'd it with a Power which 

« irreſiſtible: So that, tho nere 

Kai fact Non Heil Oey mois db H%ꝗ,l. © ſo many conſpire againſt It, 
puots eee Thy Aber, Y eie l uv A and Falſhood, diſguis d unde 


"Th e, q,: de τον Yeu auth M- : — 
TayontT , evidls Sager $f atberd]iror various Shews of Probability, 


rd Jeudus ru, tn old" d mh, au oppoſe its entrance into Mens 
J't euThHs eig I Js od ve]ar oh] eyIparor* Minds; yet it ſelf, of it {elf 
Kai ce ui NH Selrvuot Thy ale lui ( doth, I know not how, find; 


** Tae, ToAuy Kev, es ner © paſſage into them. And ſome 

& an I aurys i, x xd|ayuvitela (C T; : f f 

7) FG. Polyb. Eclog. lib. 24. times it manifeſts this Pone 
at the firſt : At other time 


“ having been long obſcur'd, it breaks out at laſt, and by it 
native Force and Brightneſs chaſes away Falſhood. 


This Authentick Account of things in Jrelard, as it eſtabliſh 
es our Claims of Right, ſo it removes all ſuſpicion of the ill Cn 
ſequences with which thoſe Claims have been loaded. For tb 
moſt popular and prevailing Objection againſt them was, tha 
they were inconſiſtent with the due ſubordination of Presbyte 
to Biſhops, and tended to introduce ſuch a Levelling Parity, 3 
muſt end in Diſorder and Confuſion. A vain and groundle 
Pretence, effectually confuted by a Reflexion on the preſes 
State of Affairs in Jreland! where all theſe Rights and Pr 
viledges, which are thought here ſo Miſchievous and Dange 
ous, are enjoy'd by the Lower Clergy, without the leaſt — 
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ution of that filial Reſpect and Duty which they owe to their 
Guperiors. The Biſhops of Jreland are ſo far from feeling, or 
faring any Conſequences of this kind, that by their Means 
chiefly, as well as with their entire Approbation, the Lower Cler- 
oy have been put into Poſſeſſion of theſe Rights: And the 
Bent of this Wiſe and Fatherly Conduct hath been, that they 
haye met with all the returns of Reverence and Obedience that 
could poſſibly be pay'd to them. Let my Lords the Biſhops, 
here in England, but venture to try the ſame Methods,” and 
any one may venture to promiſe, that they ſhall find the ſame 
Succeſs, But if this End be not aim'd at, or regarded ; If a 
Reſolution be taken, for Reaſons not difficult to be gueſs'd at, 
either to divide us among our ſelves, or to ſubdue us into an 
inplicite dependance; in vain are all our Pleas, Arguments, 
aud Applications: the Reſolution taken, will be purſued, till 
God, in his Mercy, ſhall be pleas'd to give a Check to it, and 
turn the Courſe of things into a different Channel. And to that 
ine we muſt patiently refer our ſelves. 


In the Preface to theſe Papers I have ſhewn, that One way, 
phich the Clergy took towards Peace, was, by ſetting forward 
Buſineſs of a Publick Nature and Conſequence, This they en- 
leavour d from the very time that the Rupture happen'd; nor did 
he Repulſes, they met with on this Head, diſcourage them from 
enewing the Attempt. Propoſals, therefore, were made by them 
tevery Convocation ; ſuch, as if they had found a Reception ſui- 
able to the honeſt Zeal with which they were fram'd, might have 
ad yerygood and laſting Effects. One Inſtance of this kind the 
wer-Houſe Acts of Feb. 19. 1704. furniſh me with: for, then, 


he following Paper was agreed upon, and entred in their Jour- 
als, 


HE Lower Houſe of Convocation think, it becomes them to re- 
mind your Lordſhips of a Motion formerly made by them, con- 
ning 4 Bill for the more Eaſie and ſpeedy Recovery of Church- 
ates, and to pray your Lordſhips, that, till ſuch a Bill can be ob- 
md, your Lordſhips would uſe your beſt Endeavours towards pre- 
0 thoſe Dilatory and Expenſive Methods of Proceeding in Courts 


* aſtical, which have been ſo much complain d of on that oc- 
%%. 


F They 
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' They have likewiſe taken into Conſideration, the Repreſentatin 
of 4 formerly offer d to your Lordſhips, together with 
Speech of your Grace relating thereunto ; and are much concery'{ , 

find, that That Repreſentation, tho' containing ſundry Propoſal, 
great Importance, as They conceive, towards Reviving the Diſcipli 
of the Church, by a due Execution of the Canons already in fu 
hath not yet had its deſired effect. 

In the mean time, they think it proper to obſerve to your Lordſij 
That, notwithſtanding Her Hy pions Care, to repreſs and u 
ſtrain the Great Enormities of the Stage ( for which the then In 
Houſe mov'd your Lordſhips, without . that the humble Thal 
of the Convocation might be given to ber Majeſty) yet they find f 
great reaſon to complain of the Immorality and Profaneneſs of i 
Stage; of which there is a freſh and flagrant Inſtance, in a Prif 
Prologue, lately ſpoken at the Opening of the New Theatre in 1 
Hay-market,. 2 ſince Printed and Publiſh. 


They do alſo look, upon themſelves, as in Duty bound, to com 
ro your Lordſhips, of the daring Inſults upon the Clergy, the Ut 
verſity's, and the Conſtitution it ſelf, continually made by Lit 
tious Writers, particularly by the. Authors of the Review, and (| 
ſervator; and to pray your Lordſhips Concurrence, in an humble f 
preſentation to Her Majeſty, of this great Grievance, and of 


 Miſchiefs which muſt redound to our Holy Church and Religin, 

ſuch open Aſſaults upon our Order, upon the Places of our Educai 
and upon our Legal Eſtabliſhment, ſhall continue to be made mith |, 
unity. 

4 likewiſe to inform your Lordſhips, of the Scandal given t. 
good Chriſtians, by an Aſſembly of Sectaries, under the Name of Ui 
tarians, publickly held in the City of London; the Teacher when 
1 notoriouſly known to have been convicted of denying the Divit 
of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

And moreover to acquaint your Lordſhips, with the late lewd « 
profane Writings of Edmund Hickeringill, Rector of St. Ma 
Colcheſter ; which have brought ſo great Scandal upon our Cin 
and Holy Order, And they muſt at the ſame time declare their 91 
Ful Senſe of the Paſtoral Vigilance, and Exemplary Zeal, of the A 
Honourable and Right Feverend the preſent Lord Biſhop of Lond 
of which he hath given conſtant Proofs, in endeavouring to brin ſi 
Offenders to condign Puniſhment ;, but bath met with inſuperableÞ 
ficulties therein; the Removal of which, by ſuch Methods as ma) 
effettual, doth, in the Opinion of this Houſe, highly deſerve the mat 
Conſideration of this Provincial Synod. 
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ate Nor can they omit taking notice of the preſent Endeavours of ſe- 
1b eral Reform'd Churches, to accommodate. themſelves to our 
"dt Liturgy and Conſtitution, mention'd in the late Form of an Ad- 
G cre ls 2 down by your Lordſhips. 
ciln They are very deſirous of knowing 7 wad Lordſhips Opinion, in what 
fen 14anner it may be proper for this Convocation, with Her Majeſty's 
leave and Encouragement, to expreſs their great Satisfaction to find 
in them ſuch good Diſpoſitions, and Their readineſs to maintain and 
heriſh ſuch a Fraterna Correſpondence with them, as may ſtrengthen 
the Intereſt,of the Reformed Religion, againſt the Common Enemy. 
They do farther Propoſe to your Lordſhips Conſideration, what fit 
Methods may (with the ſame Leave and Encouragement) be taken by 
this Synod, for Inviting and Inducing the Paſtors of the French- 
Proteſtant Churches among us, to uſe their beſt Endeavours with 
their People, for an Univerſal Reception of our Liturgy ; which hath 
had the Approbation of their moſt Eminent Divines, bath been long 
ud in ſeveral of their Congregations within this Kingdom, and, by 
Hr Majeſty's Special Influence, hath been lately introduc'd into the 
French Congregation held in the Chappel near Her Royal Palace. 
They do, in the laſt place, earneſtly deſire your Lordſhips, that ſome 
Smodical Notice may be taken of the Diſhonour done to the Church, by 


«Sermon pre ac h d by Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, at St. Lawrence Jewry, | 
pt. 29. 1705. Containing Poſitions contrary to the Doctrine of the 
Church, expreſſed in the firſt and ſecond Parts of the Homily againſt 
Diſobedience, or wilful Rebellion. 


Theſe ſeveral Heads of Information and Complaint, they are ready 
n make good by ſpecial Proofs, whenever your Lordſhips ſhall be plea- 
ed to demand them. 


| ſhall add to this the Copy of a Vote, relating to a Book then 
newly Publiſh'd, for which the Author deſerv'd the Thanks, not 
of the Engliſh Clergy alone, but of all Chriſtian Churches. 


Feb, 9. 170g. © Order'd, That the Thanks of this Houſe be given 

*to Mr. Wall, Vicar of Shoreham, in Kent, for the Learned 

"and Excellent Book he hath lately written concerning Infant 

* Baptiſm; and that * Dr. B. and Mr. R. do acquaiat him with *The two 

"the ſame. _ 
or che 


F 2 Thus Dioceſs. 
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Thus far I have found leiſure to inform the World of what 
paſs'd in Convocation from Oct. 25. till March 1. 1705. when 
a new Scene open'd ; an Account of which doth not lie within 
the compaſs of my preſent Deſign. : 

I had Thoughts of adding fome Reflections on the Riſe, pro- 
greſs, and Tendency of this unhappy Diſpute, and of the ſe. 
veral Methods which at different Times, for various Ends, 
have been made uſe of, either to encourage, or ſtifle it, Such 
a View of Things would be very Inſtructive; but, I think, the 
Seaſon is not ripe for it- And, therefore, let thus much ſuffice, 
Perhaps, what is now offer'd to the Publick, may be of ſome uſe 
to open thoſe Eyes which have been hitherto ſhut to all Repte- 
ſentations of this kind, and thoſe Ears that have been deaf to 
all the juſt Complaints of the Clergy ; and may give the n- 


cere Friends of our Conſtitution, ſuch a Convi*tion of the 


true Grounds and fatal Conſequences of our preſent Struggle, 
as may induce them to do, what in them lies, toward cloſin 
the Wounds, that have too long been kept open and bleeding, 
In hopes of this much-wiſh'd for effect, I take leave of the Res- 
der, in the Words of meek and good Mr. Hooker. 


The ſame Men ( ſays he) who, in heat of Contention, do hardy 
either ſpeak, or 7 won Ear to Reaſon, being, after ſharp and bitte 
Conflicts, retir'd to a calm remembrance of all their former Proceed 
ings ;. the Cauſes that brought them into 8 3 the Courſe which 
their ſtriving Affections have followd, and the Iſſue whereunto thy 
are come; may — vengrs, as troubled Waters, in ſmall time, if 
their own accord, by certain eaſie degrees, ſettle themſelves again; 
and fo recover that clearneſs of well- adviſed Judgment, whereby thy 
ſhall ſtand at the length indifferent, both to * and admit any rea. 
ſonable ſatisfattion, where before they could not endure, with patienc, 


to be gainſayd. Neither will I deſpair of the like ſucceſs in theſe un 
1 Controverſies, touching Eccleſiaſtical Polity; the time of S. 
lence which both parts have taken willingly to breath, ſeeming now a 
it were a Pledge of all Mens quict Contentment, to hear with mat 
indifferency, the Weightieſt and laſt Remains of that Cauſe, which 
perhaps hath hitherto been handled not without ſome mixture 
of human Paſſion and Infirmity. 
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Hare often heard it wiſh'd, that a Compleat Account 
* | were given of All the Books and . rinted on 
1 either Side, in the Diſpute about The Rights,” Powers, 
and Priviledges of an Engliſh Convocation. I have endeavour d 
Arq, ſuch an Account, and take the Liberty here to 
ubjoin it. 


* A Letter to a Convocation-Man, concerning the Rights, 
Pomers, and Priviledges of that Body, 4, 1697. 

+ The Authority of Chriſtian Princes, over their Eccleſiaſtical 
mods, aſſerted, with particular reſpect to the Convocations of 
he Clergy of the Realm and Church of England, occaſion'd by 
late Pamphlet, Intituled, A Letter to a'Convocation- Man, &c. 
dy Wiliam Wake, D. D. &c. 8vo, 1697. 

A Letter to a Member of Parliament, occaſion'd by a Let- 
7 to a Convocation-Man, concerning the Rights, Powers, and 
muledges of that Body, &c. 4to, 1697. 

* Municipium Eccleſiaſticum; Or, The Rights, Liberties, 
id Authorities of the Chriſtian Church aſſerted, againſt all 
Pppreſſive Doctrines and Conſtitutions, occaſion'd by Dr. Wake's 
0k, Cc. $90, 1697. 


"HE 


+ An 


+ An Appeal to all the True Members of the Church gf 
"England, in behalf of the King's Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, & 
By V. Wake, D. DP. Cc. 8e, 1698. | — 
* The Rights of the Chriſtian Church further defendeg 
in anſwer to the Appeal of Dr. abe, by Sam. Hill, Rector gf 
Kilmington, 8v0, 1698. 8 | 
+ A+ Brief Enquiry into the Ground, Authority, and Right; of 
Eccleſiaſtical Synods, upon the Principles of Scripture and Right 
Reaſon, Oeccaſion d by a late Book, Intituyd, Aanicipium El. 


cle ſiaſficum, $90, 1699. 2 | 
| Some Thoughts on 4 Convocation, and the Notion of Divine 


Right, Tc. .4to, 1699. } 
The Rights, Powers, and Priviledges of an Engliſh Conc. 
tion, ſtated and vindicated, in Aniwer to a late Book of Dr. t 
. Wake's, &c. By Francis Atterbury, &c. 8vo, 1700. 0 
Keßections on a Book, IntituPd, The Rights, Powers, at 
3 s of an Engliſh Convoc ation, ſtated and vindicated.) by th 
Gilbert, Lord Biſhop of Sarum,-4to, 1 700. il 
* The Rights, Liberties, and Authorities of the Chriſtian Churt, 7 
aſſerted, againſt all Oppreſſive Doctrines and Conſtitutions 
To which is added, A Juſtification of Municipium Eccleſiafi. . 
cum, GC. 8 vo, 1701. | of 
| ＋ Eccleſiaſtical nods, and. Parliamentary Convocation of the A 
Church of. England, Hiſtorically ſtated, and juſtly vindicated * 
om the Miſrepreſentation of Mr. Atrerbury, by White An. ** 
net, D. D. Part I. 8vo, 1701. 5 ee 
. + An Occaſjonal Letter, on the Subject of Engliſh Convocation Wil , 
by the Author of Eccleſiaſtical Synods and Parliamentary Cots : 
vocations in the Church of England, 8vo, 1701. cer 
+ Mr. Atterburys Arguments for the Rights, Powers, an la 
Priuiledges of an Engliſh Convocation, conſider' d, 4to, 1701. 7 
.* Some Remarks on the Temper of the late Writers abou 
Convocations, particularly, Dr. Wake, Dr. Kennet, and the A Wi 
thor of Mr. A. s Principles, &c. 4, 1701. #0, 
+ A Letter to a Friend in the Country, concerning the Proced 
ings of this preſent Convocation, 4to, 1701. laſt 
* The Power of the Lower Houſe of Convocation to adjourn * 
ſelf, vindicated. from the Miſrepreſentations of a late Pape 
latituPd,; A4 Letter to 4 Friend in the Country, concerning tl Feb, 
Proceedings of the preſent Convocation, 4to, 1701. f 
* A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Lower Houſe of Cum Cha 
tion, relating to the Prorogations and Adjournments, * 1 UB 


1701. 


be Right of the Arch-Biſhop to continue, or the | 
** K. aſſerted in a Sons Letter, by * Reply 
to 4 Pamphlet, IntituPd, The Power of the Lower Houſe of Con- 
ycation to adjourn: it ſelf, &c. And alſo to a late Book, In- 
titurd, A Narrative. of the Prooceedings of the Lower Houſe of 
Comvocation, &c. 4t0, 1701. 

A Vindicarion of the Proceedings of ſome Members of the 
Lover Horſe, with relation to the Arch-Biſhop's Prorogation of 
it, May 8. 1701. 4to, 1701. 

A Letter to a Clergy-Man in the Country, concerning 
the Choice of Members, and the Execution of the Parliament- 
#it for the Enſuing Convocation, 4to, Nov. 17. 1701. 

A Second Letter to a Clergy-Man in the Country, about 
the Execution of the Parliament-Writ for the Enſuing Con vo- 
cation, 4, Dec. 10. 1701. 

+ The Caſe of the Premunientes, confider'd, in Anſwer to 
B the Letter concerning the Choice of Members, and the Execu- 

ton of the Parliament-Writ; for the Enſuing Convecation, 4, 
1701, 
The: Late Pretence of a Conſtant Practiſe to enter the 
fi Parliament, as well as Provincial-Writ, in the Front of the At. 
of every Synod, conſider'd, in a Letter to the Author of that 
eee Aſſertion, Cc. 4to, Dec. 11. 1701- 

+ The Late Pretence of a Conſtant Practiſe to enter the Par- 
lament, as well as Provincial-Writ, in the Front of the- Act, of 
every Synod, further conſider'd, and diſprov'd,-in a Second Let- 
ter, &c. 470, Dec. 16. 1701. | | 

A Third Letter to a Clergy-Man in the Country, con- | 
cerning the choice of Members, and the Execution of the Par- | 
lament-Writ, &c. in defence of the Two former, 4to, Jan. 8. 

1701. | 
A Letter to a Clergy-Man in the City, concerning the | 
Inftruftions given to the Froctors for the Dioceſs of Worceſter, . 

#0, Jan. 26. 1701. © | 

A Faithful Account of fome Tranſactions in the three 

liſt Seſſions of the preſent. Conyocation, 470, Feb. 14. 1501, 

Numb. I. 0 

Paper A Faithſul Account of what paſsd in Convocation, 470, | 
o % 19. Numb. II. | | 

T A True Copy of the Arche Biſhop's Speech in Fervufalem- | 

Chamber, on Thurſday, Feb. 19. 1701. 4to, 1901s 
c. 4 A Continuation of the Faithful Account of what pafs'd in Con- 
cation, 47, March 7. 1701. Numb. III. ene 
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An Anſwer to a Third Letter to a Clergy- man in the Country; 


in Defence af the Entry of the parliament-Writ, &c. 40, Marg 


6. 1701. . | 

An Expedient propos d, or the Occaſions of the late Contro. 
verſie in Convocation conſider'd, and a Method of Adjourn. 
ment pointed out, conſiſtent with the-Claims of both Houſe, 
4, 170. n * 1 

Þ A Letter from a Scotch Presbyterian, touching the Engliſ 
Convocation, 4to, June 30. 1701. 
I Hiſtory of the Convocation which met, Feb. 6+ 1700. yy, 
1702, - +5 l LEY 

* The Narrative of the Lower Houſe Vindicated from the Excy- 
tions of a. Letter, Intituled, The Right of the Archbiſhop to Con. 
tinue or Prorogue the whole Convocation, 4to, 1702. 

* Vindication of the Narrative continu'd, 4to, 1702. 
I + The Pretended Expedient ; in a Letter to the Author; ſhew. 
ing that Title to be contrary to the Book, eſpecially with rel 
tion to the Right of an Epiſcopal Church, 4%, 1702. 
I Keflections upon a late Paper, Intituled, An Expedient pre 
p05:d,.ſhewing the unreaſonableneſs thereof, &c. 4ro, 1702, 
A Reconciling Letter upon the late Differences, about Convece- 
tional Rights and Proceedings, 4to. 1702. | 

A Letter from the Borders of Scotland, concerning ſome- 
what of Agreement between a Scorch General Aſſembly, and 


an Engliſh Provincial .Convocation. By an Epiſcopal Divine, 


Sept. 21, 1702. 4to. Letter A. | 
+ The Parallel continu d, between a Presbyterian Aſſembly, 

and the New Model of an Engliſh Provincial Synod, &c+ 4 
Dec, 9. 1702+» Letter B, 

* The Caſe of the Schedule ſtated, wherein an Account is gi- 
ven of the Riſe and Deſign of thar Inſtrument, and of the 1n- 
fluence it hath on the Adjournments of the Lower-Houſe of 
Convocation ; and all the Authorities urg'd in behalf of the 
Archbiſhop's Sole Power to prorogue the whole Convocation, 
are occaſionally examin'd, 4to,, 1702. 

. Tue Preſent State of Convocation ;, in a Letter, giving a fil 
Relation of Proceedings in ſeveral of the late Seſſions, from 
Fan. 28. to Feb. 19. 4to, 1702. 

+ The Schedule Review'd, or the Right of the Archbiſhop to 
Continue or Prorogue the whole Convocation, clear'd from the 
Exceptions of a late Vindication of the Narrative of the Lower- 


Houſe ; and of a Book, Entitul'd, The Caſe of the Schedule S. 


ted, 4, 1702+ + Synodu 
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+ Synodus Ang icana, or the Conſtitution and Proceedings of an 
Engliſh Convoca tion, ſhewa from the Acts and Regiſters there- 
of, to be agreeable to the Principles of an Epiſcopal Church, 


| $00, 1702+ 


tA Hiſtory of the Engliſh Councils and Convocationn, and 
of the Clergy's Sitting 1n Parliament. In which is alſo com- 
prehended, the Hiſtory of Parliaments. With an Account of 
our Engliſh Laws. By Hlumphry Hody, D. D. $vo. 1702. 

The Parliamentary Original and Rights of the Lower- Houſe 
of Convocation clear'd, and the Evidences of its Separation from 
the Upper-Houſe produc'd on ſeveral Heads ; particularly, in 
the point of making Separate Applications ( as a diſtin& Body of 
Men) to other Bodies, or Perſons, in purſuance of an Argument 
for the Power of the Lower- Houſe to adjourn it ſelf, &c. 4to, 1702. 

＋ A Short State of ſome preſent Queſtions in Convocation, particu- 
larly, of the Right to Continue, or Prorogue, by way of Com- 
mentary on the Schedule of Continuation, 4to, 1703. 

* A Summary Defence of the Lower- Houſe of Convocation, parti- 
cularly, concerning Adjournments; in Anſwer to a'Pamphlet, 
entituled, A ſhort State of ſome preſent Queſtions in Convocation, 
&c. by way of Commentary on the Schedule, 4to, 1703. 

+ The pretended Independence of the Lower- Houſe upon the Upper, 
2 Groundleſs Notion, &c. being a Vindication of Synodus An- 
{licana, and the Schedule Review'd ;, together with the Integrity 
of their Author, from the Cenſures and Reflections of a late 
Pamphlet, entitul'd, The Parliamentary Original and Rights of 
the Lower- Houſe, &c. 4to, 1703. 

A Repreſentation made by the Lower Houſe of Convocation to 
the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, 47, 1703. 

Letter from a Clergy-man in #reland, te a Convocation-man 
in England, 4%, Aug. 9. 1703. 

T The Marks of a Defenceleſs Cauſe, in the Proceedings and 
Writings of the Lower Houſe of Convocation ; particularly in 
their third and laſt Syſtem of Principles, invented by the Yin- 
dicator of their Narrative, and repeated in a late Pamphlet, en- 
litul'd, A Summary Defence of the Lower Houſe, gto, 1703. 

. The New Danger of Presbytery, or the Claims and Practiſes 
of ſome in the Lower Houſe of Convocation, very dangerous to 
the Conſtitution of an Epiſcopal aud Metropolitical Church; 
with an Anſwer to the indication of the Narrative of the Lower 
Houſe, &c. 4to, 1703. 


G T The 


+ The State of the Church am Clergy of England, in their 
Councils, Synods, Convocations, Conventions, and other pub. 
lick Aſſemblies, Hiſtorically deduc'd from the Converſion of the 
Saxons to the preſent Times, by V. Wake, D. D. &c. Occa- 
ſion'd by a Book entituFd, The Rights, Powers, and Privilege; of 
an Engliſh Convocation, Fol. 1703. 

+ An Account of the Proceedings between the two Houſes of Coy. 
vocation, which met Oct. 20. 1702. particularly, of the ſeveral 
Propoſals made for putting an end to the preſent Differences, 


40, 1704. | 


* A Repreſentation made by the Lower-Houſe of Convocation 
to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, Dec. 1704, [with a large Pre. 
face} 4to. 

-+ The Biſhop of Sarum's Charge at his Triennial Viſitation, 

0. 1704. 

" . The bumble Repreſentation and Complaint of the Lower Houſe 
of Convocation, againſt the Right Reverend the Biſhop of Sarun, 
Dec. 15. 1704- 

+ The Complainer reprov'd, in Anſwer to a partial and unrea- 
ſonable Preface of the Publiſher of a Repreſentation made by the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation to the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, with his 
Grace's Speech on that Subject, deliver'd in Convocation, Ar. 
3. 1704. and the aforeſaid Kepreſentation at large, 4, 
1705. 

+ The Complainer further reprov/d, in the Obſervations made 
by the Preſident and his Suffragan Biſhops, upon a Paper pre- 
ſented to them by the Prolocutor of the Lower Houſe, Dec. 1. 
1704- and his Grace's Speech, March- 15. 1704. together with 
ſeveral Papers from the Lower Houſe, to which they refer, 
4to, 1705. | 

A Collection of Papers, concerning what hath been tranſaQ- 
ed in the Convocation, Summon'd A. D. 1702. and Diſſol yd 
1705. 4to, 1705. 

A Continuation of the Faithful Account of what paſs'd in Con- 
vocation. Numb. IV. Apr. 3. 1705. 

Proceedings in the preſent Convocation relating to the Danger 
the Church, and the Proteſtation againſt the Irregularities of ſome 
of the Lower Clergy. 4%, 1706. 

His Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Circular Ltt- 
ter, to the Right Reverend the Lords Biſhops of his Province; 


in 


1 which is inſerted Her Majeſty's Gracious Letter to him, of 
4 8. relating to matters in Convocation, 4to, Apr. 18. 
07. 

37 Account of the Proceedings in Convocation, in a Cauſe of 
mumacy, commenc'd Apr. 10. 1707. 

„ An Account and Defence of the Proteſtation made by the 
ner Houſe of Convocation, Apr 30. 1707. in behalf of the 
uren Supremacy ; together with ſome Reflections on an Ac- 
um of the Proceedings in Convocation, in 4 Cauſe of Contumacy, 
tely publiſn d, 4, 1707. | 

®* Some Proceedings in the Convocation A. D. 1705. faith- 
ih repreſented. To which is prefix*'d, an Account of the 
eral Ine ffectual Attempts made by the Lower Clergy,towards 
ueting - Diſputes, and Proceeding upon Synodical Buſineſs, 
0, 1700, 


BOOKS Printed for Fonab Bowyer at the l 
in Ludgate-flreet, near the Weſt-End 
St. Paul's Church-yard. ot 


Qurteen Sermons preach'd on ſeveral. Occaſions ; topeti 
with a large Vindication of the Doctrine contain'd in 
Sermon preach'd at the Funeral of Mr: Tho. Benner. By F 
Atterbury, D. D. Dean of Carliſle, and Chaplain in Ordit 
to her Majeſty. EGU 

Inſtructions for the Education of a Daughter; by the 1 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, Author of Telemachus. To which 
added, a ſmall Tract of InſtruQion for the Conduct of yall 
Ladies of the higheſt Rank, with ſuitable Devotions ann 
The Second Edition» By the Reverend Dr. George Hi 
Pr. 2 5. 6d. 

The Engliſh Theophr aſtus: Or the Manners of the Age ; bl 
Modern Characters of the Court, the Towa, and the Of 
The Third Edition. with the Addition of 37 new Charade 

An Account of the Earl of Peterborow's Conduct in 
chiefly ſince the Raiſing the Siege of Barcelona, 1706. 
which is added, the Campaign of Valencia, with Original Ps 
The Second Edition corrected. 

A Sermon preach'd before the Right Honourable the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Governours of the ſevera 
ſpitals of the City of London, in Chriſt's- Church, on Weds 
in Eaſter-week, April 6. i708. By George Smalridge, D. 

Two Sermons by the Lord Biſhop of Oxon. 

— Three by F. Adams, D. D. 

— One by W. Savage, B. D. 

— dne by his Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin. 
dne by Tho. Little, D. D. 4 
-—- One by Dr. Gaſftrel. 


